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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 

 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Zechariah 8:1-23 

And the word of the LORD of hosts came, saying, “Thus says the LORD of hosts: I 

am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great wrath. 

Thus says the LORD: I have returned to Zion and will dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the mountain of the 

LORD of hosts, the holy mountain. Thus says the LORD of hosts: Old men and old 

women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because 

of great age. And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its 

streets. Thus says the LORD of hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight of the remnant 

of this people in those days, should it also be marvelous in my sight, declares the 

LORD of hosts? Thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will save my people from 

the east country and from the west country, and I will bring them to dwell in the 

midst of Jerusalem. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in 

faithfulness and in righteousness.” 

Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Let your hands be strong, you who in these days 

have been hearing these words from the mouth of the prophets who were 

present on the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was 

laid, that the temple might be built. For before those days there was no wage for 

man or any wage for beast, neither was there any safety from the foe for him who 

went out or came in, for I set every man against his neighbor. But now I will not 

deal with the remnant of this people as in the former days, declares the LORD of 

hosts. For there shall be a sowing of peace. The vine shall give its fruit, and the 

ground shall give its produce, and the heavens shall give their dew. And I will 

cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. And as you have 

been a byword of cursing among the nations, O house of Judah and house of 

Israel, so will I save you, and you shall be a blessing. Fear not, but let your hands 

be strong.” 

For thus says the LORD of hosts: “As I purposed to bring disaster to you when 

your fathers provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the LORD of hosts, 

so again have I purposed in these days to bring good to Jerusalem and to the 

house of Judah; fear not. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth 

to one another; render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace; 

do not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath, for 

all these things I hate, declares the LORD.” 
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And the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, “Thus says the LORD of 

hosts: The fast of the fourth month and the fast of the fifth and the fast of the 

seventh and the fast of the tenth shall be to the house of Judah seasons of joy 

and gladness and cheerful feasts. Therefore love truth and peace. 

“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, even the inhabitants of 

many cities. The inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, ‘Let us go at 

once to entreat the favor of the LORD and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am 

going.’ Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in 

Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In 

those days ten men from the nations of every tongue shall take hold of the robe 

of a Jew, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.’” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

2 Timothy 1:1-18 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the promise of 

the life that is in Christ Jesus, 

To Timothy, my beloved child: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I 

remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. As I remember your tears, 

I long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, 

a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, 

I am sure, dwells in you as well. For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the 

gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a 

spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his 

prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, who saved us 

and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own 

purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and 

which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, 

who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel, for which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, which is 

why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I 

am convinced that he is able to guard until that day what has been entrusted to 
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me. Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the 

faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, 

guard the good deposit entrusted to you. 

You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are 

Phygelus and Hermogenes. May the Lord grant mercy to the household of 

Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains, but 

when he arrived in Rome he searched for me earnestly and found me— may the 

Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that day!—and you well know all 

the service he rendered at Ephesus. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Ten Commandments 

P What is the third commandment. 

C Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

 
P What does this mean? 

C We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His 

Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 
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P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 
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C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 

the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
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P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


