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Service of Prayer & Preaching 

 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Readings from Holy Scripture 
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1 Samuel 5:1—6:3, 10-16 
 When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it from Ebenezer 
to Ashdod. Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the house 
of Dagon and set it up beside Dagon. And when the people of Ashdod rose early 
the next day, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the ground before the 
ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and put him back in his place. But when they 
rose early on the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the 
ground before the ark of the LORD, and the head of Dagon and both his hands 
were lying cut off on the threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon was left to him. This 
is why the priests of Dagon and all who enter the house of Dagon do not tread 
on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day. 
 The hand of the LORD was heavy against the people of Ashdod, and he terrified 
and afflicted them with tumors, both Ashdod and its territory. And when the men 
of Ashdod saw how things were, they said, “The ark of the God of Israel must not 
remain with us, for his hand is hard against us and against Dagon our god.” So 
they sent and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines and said, “What 
shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?” They answered, “Let the ark of the 
God of Israel be brought around to Gath.” So they brought the ark of the God of 
Israel there. But after they had brought it around, the hand of the LORD was 
against the city, causing a very great panic, and he afflicted the men of the city, 
both young and old, so that tumors broke out on them. So they sent the ark of 
God to Ekron. But as soon as the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of Ekron 
cried out, “They have brought around to us the ark of the God of Israel to kill us 
and our people.” They sent therefore and gathered together all the lords of the 
Philistines and said, “Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it return to its 
own place, that it may not kill us and our people.” For there was a deathly panic 
throughout the whole city. The hand of God was very heavy there. The men who 
did not die were struck with tumors, and the cry of the city went up to heaven. 
 The ark of the LORD was in the country of the Philistines seven months. And 
the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said, “What shall we do 
with the ark of the LORD? Tell us with what we shall send it to its place.” They said, 
“If you send away the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it empty, but by all 
means return him a guilt offering. Then you will be healed, and it will be known 
to you why his hand does not turn away from you.” 
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 The men did so, and took two milk cows and yoked them to the cart and shut 
up their calves at home. And they put the ark of the LORD on the cart and the box 
with the golden mice and the images of their tumors. And the cows went straight 
in the direction of Beth-shemesh along one highway, lowing as they went. They 
turned neither to the right nor to the left, and the lords of the Philistines went 
after them as far as the border of Beth-shemesh. Now the people of Beth-
shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley. And when they lifted up 
their eyes and saw the ark, they rejoiced to see it. The cart came into the field of 
Joshua of Beth-shemesh and stopped there. A great stone was there. And they 
split up the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering to 
the LORD. And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD and the box that was 
beside it, in which were the golden figures, and set them upon the great stone. 
And the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices on 
that day to the LORD. And when the five lords of the Philistines saw it, they 
returned that day to Ekron. 
 
P   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
Acts 18:1-11, 23-28 
 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. And he found a Jew 
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, 
because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to 
see them, and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and 
worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. And he reasoned in the 
synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. 
 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the 
word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. And when they opposed 
and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on 
your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” And he 
left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of 
God. His house was next door to the synagogue. Crispus, the ruler of the 
synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of 
the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. And the Lord said to 
Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be 
silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many 
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in this city who are my people.” And he stayed a year and six months, teaching 
the word of God among them. 
 After spending some time there, he departed and went from one place to the 
next through the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 
 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an 
eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of 
the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things 
concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak 
boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him 
aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. And when he wished 
to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to 
welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had 
believed, for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the 
Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Seventh Petition 

 
P What is the Seventh Petition? 
C But deliver us from evil. 
 
P What does this mean? 
C We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would 

rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possession and reputation, an 
finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously 
take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.  

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
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P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 
 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those 

suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 



7 
 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Please leave your bulletin on the pew where you were seated to assist our custodian with sanitizing 

the pews following the service. 
 


	Catechetical Instruction

