
  

 
Zion Lutheran Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2nd, 2020 
Service of Prayer & Preaching 

 
 
 
 



2 
 

 
Service of Prayer & Preaching 

 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
1 Kings 18:20-40 
 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at 
Mount Carmel. And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will 
you go limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; 
but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word. Then 
Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD, but Baal's 
prophets are 450 men. Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull 
for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. 
And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. And 
you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the LORD, 
and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is 
well spoken.” Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one 
bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, 
but put no fire to it.” And they took the bull that was given them, and they 
prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, 
“O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they 
limped around the altar that they had made. And at noon Elijah mocked them, 
saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, 
or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” And they 
cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until 
the blood gushed out upon them. And as midday passed, they raved on until the 
time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one answered; no 
one paid attention. 
 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came 
near to him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown 
down. Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the 
sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, saying, “Israel shall be your 
name,” and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. And he 
made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs of seed. And 
he put the wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And 
he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the 
wood.” And he said, “Do it a second time.” And they did it a second time. And he 
said, “Do it a third time.” And they did it a third time. And the water ran around 
the altar and filled the trench also with water. 
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 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near 
and said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day 
that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all 
these things at your word. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may 
know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts 
back.” Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the 
wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the 
trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and 
said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God.” And Elijah said to them, “Seize 
the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And 
Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered them there. 
  
P   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Ephesians 2:1-22 
 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience — among whom we all 
once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when 
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by 
grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands— remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus 
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you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he 
himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh 
the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed 
in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, 
so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the 
cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and preached peace to you who 
were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him we both 
have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household 
of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built 
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Confession 
 

P What is Confession? 
C Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that 

we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God 
Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven 
before God in heaven. 

  

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
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C   Lord have mercy. 
 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those 

suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
     against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 
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The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Please leave your bulletin on the pew where you were seated to assist our custodian with sanitizing 

the pews following the service. 
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