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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Jeremiah 37:1-21 
 Zedekiah the son of Josiah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king 
in the land of Judah, reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim. But neither 
he nor his servants nor the people of the land listened to the words of 
the LORD that he spoke through Jeremiah the prophet. 
 King Zedekiah sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the priest, 
the son of Maaseiah, to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “Please pray for us to 
the LORD our God.” Now Jeremiah was still going in and out among the 
people, for he had not yet been put in prison. The army of Pharaoh had come out 
of Egypt. And when the Chaldeans who were besieging Jerusalem heard news 
about them, they withdrew from Jerusalem. 
 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet: “Thus says the LORD, 
God of Israel: Thus shall you say to the king of Judah who sent you to me to 
inquire of me, ‘Behold, Pharaoh's army that came to help you is about to return 
to Egypt, to its own land. And the Chaldeans shall come back and fight against 
this city. They shall capture it and burn it with fire. Thus says the LORD, Do not 
deceive yourselves, saying, “The Chaldeans will surely go away from us,” for they 
will not go away. For even if you should defeat the whole army of Chaldeans who 
are fighting against you, and there remained of them only wounded men, every 
man in his tent, they would rise up and burn this city with fire.’” 
 Now when the Chaldean army had withdrawn from Jerusalem at the approach 
of Pharaoh's army, Jeremiah set out from Jerusalem to go to the land of 
Benjamin to receive his portion there among the people. When he was at the 
Benjamin Gate, a sentry there named Irijah the son of Shelemiah, son of 
Hananiah, seized Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “You are deserting to the 
Chaldeans.” And Jeremiah said, “It is a lie; I am not deserting to the Chaldeans.” 
But Irijah would not listen to him, and seized Jeremiah and brought him to the 
officials. And the officials were enraged at Jeremiah, and they beat him and 
imprisoned him in the house of Jonathan the secretary, for it had been made a 
prison. 
 When Jeremiah had come to the dungeon cells and remained there many 
days, King Zedekiah sent for him and received him. The king questioned 
him secretly in his house and said, “Is there any word from the LORD?” Jeremiah 
said, “There is.” Then he said, “You shall be delivered into the hand of the king of 
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Babylon.” Jeremiah also said to King Zedekiah, “What wrong have I done to you 
or your servants or this people, that you have put me in prison? Where are your 
prophets who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of Babylon will not come 
against you and against this land’? Now hear, please, O my lord the king: let my 
humble plea come before you and do not send me back to the house of 
Jonathan the secretary, lest I die there.” So King Zedekiah gave orders, and they 
committed Jeremiah to the court of the guard. And a loaf of bread was given him 
daily from the bakers' street, until all the bread of the city was gone. So Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the guard. 

P   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
Matthew 27:33-56 
 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of 
a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he 
tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they 
divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they sat down 
and kept watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge 
against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then 
two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the 
left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and 
saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” So 
also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He 
saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come 
down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let 
God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of 
God.’” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the 
same way. 
 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man 
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is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it 
with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the 
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And 
Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also 
were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those 
who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the 
Son of God!” 
 There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who 
had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, among whom 
were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Ten Commandments 

P  What is the Sixth Commandment? 
C  You shall not commit adultery. 
 

P  What does this mean? 
C  We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent 

life in what we say and do, and husband and wife love and honor each 
other. 
 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
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C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C   Lord have mercy. 
 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those 

suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
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C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
     against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 
Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Please leave your bulletin on the pew where you were seated to assist our custodian with sanitizing 

the pews following the service. 
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