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Vespers with Holy Communion 

 

 

Opening Versicles 
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Hymn -- O God, Our Help in Ages Past            #733   

  

 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 
    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 
                                                           Text and tune: Public domain 

                                                 
 
Readings From Holy Scripture 
 
First Reading – Isaiah 30:15–17 
For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
 in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 
But you were unwilling, and you said, 
“No! We will flee upon horses”; 
 therefore you shall flee away; 
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 
 therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 
 at the threat of five you shall flee, 
till you are left 
 like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 
 like a signal on a hill. 
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P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Second Reading – Romans 8:31b–39 
 If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but 
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Third Reading – Luke 12:35–40 
 [Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like 
men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so 
that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed 
are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to 
you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will 
come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds 
them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if the master of the 
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his 
house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour you do not expect.” 
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P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsory 

 

 
 

Sermon 

 
Magnificat 
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Kyrie 
 

 
 
Litany 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,      
 and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 
 us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the  

people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that 

they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those 

suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 
 congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 
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 present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to 
 the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 
 peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray 
 to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to 
 the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 

 P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give  
  thanks to the Lord: 
C Alleluia. 

 P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one 
 another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 
C To You, O Lord. 

 
Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 
 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Distribution 

Collect for Peace   
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
 works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
 that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
 being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
 quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
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Hymn –  Abide with Me                                           #878 

 

 

 

 
 
5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

               Text and tune: Public domain 
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