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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Ezekiel 36:13-28 
 Thus says the Lord GOD: Because they say to you, ‘You devour people, and you 
bereave your nation of children,’ therefore you shall no longer devour people and 
no longer bereave your nation of children, declares the Lord GOD. And I will not 
let you hear anymore the reproach of the nations, and you shall no longer bear 
the disgrace of the peoples and no longer cause your nation to stumble, declares 
the Lord GOD.” 
 The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, when the house of Israel lived 
in their own land, they defiled it by their ways and their deeds. Their ways before 
me were like the uncleanness of a woman in her menstrual impurity. So I poured 
out my wrath upon them for the blood that they had shed in the land, for the 
idols with which they had defiled it. I scattered them among the nations, and they 
were dispersed through the countries. In accordance with their ways and their 
deeds I judged them. But when they came to the nations, wherever they 
came, they profaned my holy name, in that people said of them, ‘These are the 
people of the LORD, and yet they had to go out of his land.’ But I had concern for 
my holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations to 
which they came. 
 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your 
sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy 
name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will 
vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the 
nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know 
that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my 
holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the nations and gather you from 
all the countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on 
you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I 
will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within 
you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 
and be careful to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your 
fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
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P   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Romans 4:1-25 
 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to 
the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 
about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his 
wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not 
work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 
righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God 
counts righteousness apart from works: 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
    and whose sins are covered; 
blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 

 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the 
uncircumcised? For we say that faith was counted to Abraham as 
righteousness. How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had 
been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. He received 
the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while 
he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who 
believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to 
them as well, and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely 
circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father 
Abraham had before he was circumcised. 
 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if 
it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 
is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 
 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but 
also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it 
is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the 
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God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. In hope he believed against hope, that he should 
become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring 
be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as 
good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he 
considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. No unbelief made him waver 
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory 
to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. That is 
why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” But the words “it was 
counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be 
counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who 
was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Ten Commandments 

P  What is the Eighth Commandment? 
C  You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 

P  What does this mean? 
C  We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our 

neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend 
him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 
 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 
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P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those 
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
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P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
     against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
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“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 
 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Please leave your bulletin on the pew where you were seated to assist our custodian with sanitizing 

the pews following the service. 
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