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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 

 
Judges 13:1-25 
 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
so the Lord gave them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years. 
There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was 
Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no children. And the angel of 
the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and 
have not borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. Therefore be 
careful and drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for behold, 
you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, for the 



child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to save Israel 
from the hand of the Philistines.” Then the woman came and told her husband, “A 
man of God came to me, and his appearance was like the appearance of the 
angel of God, very awesome. I did not ask him where he was from, and he did not 
tell me his name, but he said to me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. 
So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the child shall 
be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death.’” 
 Then Manoah prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord, please let the man of God 
whom you sent come again to us and teach us what we are to do with the child 
who will be born.” And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of 
God came again to the woman as she sat in the field. But Manoah her husband 
was not with her. So the woman ran quickly and told her husband, “Behold, the 
man who came to me the other day has appeared to me.” And Manoah arose 
and went after his wife and came to the man and said to him, “Are you the man 
who spoke to this woman?” And he said, “I am.” And Manoah said, “Now when 
your words come true, what is to be the child's manner of life, and what is his 
mission?” And the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Of all that I said to the 
woman let her be careful. She may not eat of anything that comes from the 
vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing. All that I 
commanded her let her observe.” 
 Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “Please let us detain you and prepare a 
young goat for you.” And the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “If you detain 
me, I will not eat of your food. But if you prepare a burnt offering, then offer it to 
the Lord.” (For Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the Lord.) And 
Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “What is your name, so that, when your 
words come true, we may honor you?” And the angel of the Lord said to 
him, “Why do you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?” So Manoah took the 
young goat with the grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the Lord, to the 
one who works wonders, and Manoah and his wife were watching. And when the 
flame went up toward heaven from the altar, the angel of the Lord went up in the 
flame of the altar. Now Manoah and his wife were watching, and they fell on their 
faces to the ground. 
 The angel of the Lord appeared no more to Manoah and to his wife. Then 
Manoah knew that he was the angel of the Lord. And Manoah said to his 
wife, “We shall surely die, for we have seen God.” But his wife said to him, “If 
the Lord had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering and a 



grain offering at our hands, or shown us all these things, or now announced to us 
such things as these.” And the woman bore a son and called his name 
Samson. And the young man grew, and the Lord blessed him. And the Spirit of 
the Lord began to stir him in Mahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Galatians 2:1-21 
 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking 
Titus along with me. I went up because of a revelation and set before them 
(though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim 
among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in 
vain. But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though 
he was a Greek. Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in 
to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us 
into slavery— to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so 
that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. And from those who 
seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows 
no partiality)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. On the 
contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the 
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the 
circumcised (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the 
circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), and when James 
and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was 
given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we 
should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. Only, they asked us to 
remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 
 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 
stood condemned. For before certain men came from James, he was eating with 
the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, 
fearing the circumcision party. And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along 
with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. But when I saw 
that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to 
Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a 
Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?” 



 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a 
person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and 
not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 
 But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be 
sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! For if I rebuild what I tore 
down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. For through the law I died to the law, 
so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not nullify the grace 
of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no 
purpose. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
The Sacrament of the Altar 

P What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
C It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 

P Where is this written? 
C The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write:  Our Lord 

Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

 



Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 



Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
       give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 
 
 



The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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