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ISHMAEL 
Who is the son of Abraham? Like Adam and Eve before them, Abram and 
Sarai also received a promise from the Lord concerning their descendants. 
God pledged that Abram’s offspring would be as numerous as the stars in 
the sky. But as this childless couple grew older, their patience with God’s 
promise grew thinner. Having decided to take matters into their own 
hands, Abram has a son by Hagar, a servant who was not his wife. Yet, in 
His grace and mercy, God still fulfills the promise of another son, Isaac, 
born to impatient Abram and Sarai. Through him, in God’s perfect timing, 
the Lord would finally send the true Son of Abraham, Jesus Christ, into the 
world. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Opening Hymn (7:00 PM only) – Arise, O Christian People     #354 

 

 

 

 

 
                Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 



 

 
 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 
 
Opening Sentences  Psalm 146:3–5 

P Put not your trust in princes, 
C in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
P When his breath departs 
C he returns to the earth; 
P on that very day 
C his plans perish. 
P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C whose hope is in the LORD his God. 
P The Spirit and the Church cry out: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
P All those who await His appearance pray: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
P The whole creation pleads: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
P Awaiting the Son of Man and the Son of God, we implore: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

P Put not your trust in princes, 
C in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
 

 



 

 
 

+ READINGS + 

First Reading -- Genesis 16:1-16 
 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female 
Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said to Abram, 
“Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to 
my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram 
listened to the voice of Sarai. So, after Abram had lived ten years in the 
land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, 
and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. And he went in to Hagar, 
and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked 
with contempt on her mistress. And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong 
done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she 
saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the 
LORD judge between you and me!” But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your 
servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly 
with her, and she fled from her. 
 The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, 
the spring on the way to Shur. And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where 
have you come from and where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing 
from my mistress Sarai.” The angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your 
mistress and submit to her.” The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will 
surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered for 
multitude.” And the angel of the LORD said to her, 

“Behold, you are pregnant 
 and shall bear a son. 
You shall call his name Ishmael, 
 because the LORD has listened to your affliction. 
He shall be a wild donkey of a man, 
 his hand against everyone 
 and everyone’s hand against him, 
and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” 



 

 
 

So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God of 
seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.” 
Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and 
Bered. 
 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, 
whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar 
bore Ishmael to Abram. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Second Reading – Galatians 4:21–5:1 
 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to 
the law? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave 
woman and one by a free woman. But the son of the slave was born 
according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born 
through promise. Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these 
women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children 
for slavery; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she 
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her 
children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For it 
is written, 

“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; 
break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! 
For the children of the desolate one will be more 
than those of the one who has a husband.” 

 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. But just as at 
that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who 
was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. But what does the 
Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of 
the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” So, 
brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 



 

 
 

 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory for Advent  
P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for   

David a righteous Branch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
P In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

Sermon Hymn (7:00 PM only) – In This Precious Baby Boy 

In this precious baby boy, 
We are given peace and joy. 
By the Spirit, hope is won— 
Mary bore the Father’s Son. 
Son of God and Son of Man: 
He fulfills the holy plan. 
 

God’s own children, we have strayed, 
Constantly have disobeyed 
In the garden, in the sand, 
Through the river, in the Land. 
But the Child who takes our place 
Bears the cross to earn us grace.  

Through this baby in the hay, 
God has given us the Way 

To inherit life above, 
Rescued by His perfect love. 
In this Child, we all may be 

Children of eternity. 



 

 
 

 Sermon 

+ Prayer + 
 
Kyrie  
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

+ LITANY + 

 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, 
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in 
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 



 

 
 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and 

for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us 

give thanks to the Lord: 
C Alleluia. 
 
Lord’s Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever   
and ever. Amen. 

 



 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Distribution 
If you are visiting us today from a Christian denomination outside the 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we welcome you to come to the altar to receive a 
baptismal blessing. Please signify by crossing your arms over your chest upon kneeling. 

 

Collects 
P O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
P Lord God, You demonstrated Your might and grace by providing Your 

servants Abraham and Sarah with a son of Your own promise. Guide 
our faith to be always in the true Son of Abraham, Your only Son, 
Jesus, the promise of our salvation and life, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Benedicamus  
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer 
P During this season of Advent, we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus.” True Son 

of Adam, 
C come, Lord Jesus. 
P True Son of Abraham, 
C come, Lord Jesus. 
P True Son of David, 
C come, Lord Jesus. 
P True Son of God, 
C come, Lord Jesus. 
P True Son of Man, 
C come, Lord Jesus. 
P That we might receive adoption as sons, 
C come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

Benediction 
P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C whose hope is in the LORD his God. 
 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Closing Hymn on next page … 



 

 
 

Closing Hymn (7:00 PM) -- All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night   #883 

 

 

 
 

5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 
No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

                Text and tune: Public domain 
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