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Vespers with Holy Communion

Opening Versicles
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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Common: Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - lu - ia.




Hymn -- O God, Our Help in Ages Past #733
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, Our hope for years to come,

2 Un - der the shad-ow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt se - cure;

3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood Or earth re-ceived her frame,

4 A thou-sand a - ges in Thy sight Are like an eve-ning gone,
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Our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, And our e - ter - nal home:
Suf - fi - cient is Thine arm a-lone, And our de-fense is sure.
From ev - er - last - ing Thou art God, To end-less years the same.
Short as the watch that ends the night Be - fore the ris - ing sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
Soon bears us all away; Our hope for years to come,

We fly forgotten as a dream Be Thou our guard while troubles last
Dies at the op'ning day. And our eternal home!

Text and tune: Public domain

Readings From Holy Scripture

First Reading -- Isaiah 30:18-21
Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you;
therefore he will rise up to show you compassion.
For the LORD is a God of justice.
Blessed are all who wait for him!

People of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more. How gracious he
will be when you cry for help! As soon as he hears, he will answer you. Although
the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your
teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them. Whether
you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying,
“This is the way; walk in it.”

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.




Second Reading - Romans 8:31b-39

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
Who shall bring any charge against God'’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Third Reading - Luke 12:35-40

[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like
men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so
that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed
are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, | say to
you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will
come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds
them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if the master of the
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his
house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
an hour you do not expect.”

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.




Responsory
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1 Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth.
2 Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in Your truth.

3 Glory be to the
Fatherand to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it
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Your Word isa lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Sermon
Magnificat
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1 My soul now mag - ni - fies the Lord; My spir - it
2 For He a - lone who shows such might Has done a -
3 His arm is  strong; His strength is great.  He  scat - ters
4 He feeds the hun - gry as His  own; The wealth -y
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leaps for  joy in Him. He keeps me in  His kind re -
maz - ing things to me. His mer - cy flows; His name like
those of proud in - tent Andcasts them down from high es -
leave with emp - ty hands. He gives His help to Is - ra-
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gard, And 1 am blest  for time to  come.
light Re - mains in time per - pet - ual - ly.
tate, Then gives the low His nour - ish - ment.

el; His gra - cious prom - ise al - ways stands.




Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

Litany

(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P] For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, for our missionaries
Pastor Phil & Deaconess Rachel Jaseph, and for all the people, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that
they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for
peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray
to the Lord:




Lord, have mercy.
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For those who need healing, especially . . . [additional bids for prayer may be
inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give
thanks to the Lord:

Alleluia.

(P] Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one
another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

®) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and




said: "Take, eat; this is My *} body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My - blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Distribution

Collect for Peace

P) O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.




Closing Hymn - Abide with Me #878
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
21 need Thy pres - ence ev - 'ry pass - ing hour;
3 Come not in ter - rors, as the King of kings,
4 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
What but Thy grace can foil the tempt-er’s pow’r?
But kind and good, with heal - ing in Thy wings;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
Who like Thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev - ry plea.
Change and de - cay in all a-round I see;
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Help of the help-less, O a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun-shine, O a - bide with me.

Come, Friend of sin - ners, thus a - bide with me.

(0] Thou who chang-est not, a - bide with me.

5 | fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
llls have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death'’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
| triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav'n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Text and tune: Public domain




