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Service of Prayer & Preaching

P} In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P} | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities

with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture

Zechariah 1:1-21

In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came
to the prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying, “The LORD
was very angry with your fathers. Therefore say to them, Thus declares
the LORD of hosts: Return to me, says the LORD of hosts, and | will return to you,
says the LORD of hosts. Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets
cried out, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, Return from your evil ways and from your
evil deeds.’ But they did not hear or pay attention to me, declares the LORD. Your
fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever? But my words
and my statutes, which | commanded my servants the prophets, did they




not overtake your fathers? So they repented and said, ‘As the LORD of hosts
purposed to deal with us for our ways and deeds, so has he dealt with us.”

On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the month of
Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet
Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying, "I saw in the night, and
behold, a man riding on a red horse! He was standing among the myrtle trees in
the glen, and behind him were red, sorrel, and white horses. Then | said, ‘What
are these, my lord?’ The angel who talked with me said to me, ‘I will show you
what they are.” So the man who was standing among the myrtle trees
answered, ‘These are they whom the LORD has sent to patrol the earth." And they
answered the angel of the LORD who was standing among the myrtle trees, and
said, ‘We have patrolled the earth, and behold, all the earth remains at rest.’
Then the angel of the LORD said, ‘O LORD of hosts, how long will you have no
mercy on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, against which you have been angry
these seventy years?’ And the LORD answered gracious and comforting words
to the angel who talked with me. So the angel who talked with me said to me,
‘Cry out, Thus says the LORD of hosts: | am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and
for Zion. And | am exceedingly angry with the nations that are at ease; for while |
was angry but a little, they furthered the disaster. Therefore, thus says the LORD, |
have returned to Jerusalem with mercy; my house shall be built in it, declares
the LORD of hosts, and the measuring line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem.
Cry out again, Thus says the LORD of hosts: My cities shall again overflow with
prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.”

And | lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four horns! And | said to the angel
who talked with me, "What are these?” And he said to me, “These are the horns
that have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” Then the LORD showed me four
craftsmen. And | said, “What are these coming to do?” He said, “These are the
horns that scattered Judah, so that no one raised his head. And these have come
to terrify them, to cast down the horns of the nations who lifted up their horns
against the land of Judah to scatter it.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Romans 14:1-23

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over
opinions. One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats
only vegetables. Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let
not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has
welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is
before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord
is able to make him stand.

One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all
days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who
observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in
honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains,
abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to
himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of
the dead and of the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather
decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. |
know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it
is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. For if your brother is grieved by what
you eat, you are no longer walking in love. By what you eat, do not destroy the
one for whom Christ died. So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as
evil. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Whoever thus serves Christ
is acceptable to God and approved by men. So then let us pursue what makes for
peace and for mutual upbuilding.

Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed
clean, but it is wrong for anyone to make another stumble by what he eats. It is
good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to
stumble. The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the




one who has no reason to pass judgment on himself for what he approves. But
whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from
faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord’s Prayer
The Third Petition

(P} What is the Third Petition?
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

(P} What does this mean?
The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but
we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also.

P) How is God's will done?

God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and
purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want
us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He
strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die.

This is His good and gracious will.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P] In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

[P} For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.
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For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P] For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.




(P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

(P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”




Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.
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