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Service of Prayer & Preaching 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 

Proverbs 4:1-27 
Hear, O sons, a father's instruction, 
 and be attentive, that you may gain insight, 
for I give you good precepts; 
 do not forsake my teaching. 
When I was a son with my father, 
 tender, the only one in the sight of my mother, 



he taught me and said to me, 
“Let your heart hold fast my words; 
  keep my commandments, and live. 
Get wisdom; get insight; 
  do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth. 
Do not forsake her, and she will keep you; 
  love her, and she will guard you. 
The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, 
  and whatever you get, get insight. 
Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; 
  she will honor you if you embrace her. 
She will place on your head a graceful garland; 
  she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.” 

Hear, my son, and accept my words, 
  that the years of your life may be many. 
I have taught you the way of wisdom; 
  I have led you in the paths of uprightness. 
When you walk, your step will not be hampered, 
  and if you run, you will not stumble. 
Keep hold of instruction; do not let go; 
  guard her, for she is your life. 
Do not enter the path of the wicked, 
  and do not walk in the way of the evil. 
Avoid it; do not go on it; 
  turn away from it and pass on. 
For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong; 
  they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble. 
For they eat the bread of wickedness 
  and drink the wine of violence. 
But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, 
  which shines brighter and brighter until full day. 
The way of the wicked is like deep darkness; 
  they do not know over what they stumble. 

My son, be attentive to my words; 
  incline your ear to my sayings. 



Let them not escape from your sight; 
  keep them within your heart. 
For they are life to those who find them, 
  and healing to all their flesh. 
Keep your heart with all vigilance, 
  for from it flow the springs of life. 
Put away from you crooked speech, 
  and put devious talk far from you. 
Let your eyes look directly forward, 
  and your gaze be straight before you. 
Ponder the path of your feet; 
  then all your ways will be sure. 
Do not swerve to the right or to the left; 
  turn your foot away from evil. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

John 12:1-19 
 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus 
was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. So they gave a dinner for him 
there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at 
table. Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, 
and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he 
who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this ointment not sold for three 
hundred denarii and given to the poor?” He said this, not because he cared about 
the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he 
used to help himself to what was put into it. Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that 
she may keep it for the day of my burial. For the poor you always have with you, 
but you do not always have me.” 
 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, 
not only on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 
dead. So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, because on 
account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 



 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 
him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it 
is written, 

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 
    sitting on a donkey's colt!” 

 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was 
glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him 
and had been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when he called 
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear 
witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had 
done this sign. So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are 
gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

Confession 
 

P What is Confession? 
C Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that 

we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God 
Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven 
before God in heaven. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

 
 
 



Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C   Lord have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord have mercy.  Christ have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 

 

 



Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
       give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.         

Amen. 
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 



The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


