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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Readings from Holy Scripture

2 Chronicles 35:1-7, 16-25

Josiah kept a Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem. And they slaughtered the
Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the first month. He appointed the priests
to their offices and encouraged them in the service of the house of the LORD. And
he said to the Levites who taught all Israel and who were holy to the LORD, “Put
the holy ark in the house that Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, built. You
need not carry it on your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your God and his people
Israel. Prepare yourselves according to your fathers' houses by your divisions, as
prescribed in the writing of David king of Israel and the document of Solomon his
son. And stand in the Holy Place according to the groupings of the fathers'
houses of your brothers the lay people, and according to the division of the
Levites by fathers' household. And slaughter the Passover lamb, and consecrate
yourselves, and prepare for your brothers, to do according to the word of
the LORD by Moses.”

Then Josiah contributed to the lay people, as Passover offerings for all who
were present, lambs and young goats from the flock to the number of 30,000,
and 3,000 bulls; these were from the king's possessions.

So all the service of the LORD was prepared that day, to keep the Passover and
to offer burnt offerings on the altar of the LORD, according to the command of
King Josiah. And the people of Israel who were present kept the Passover at that
time, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days. No Passover like it had been
kept in Israel since the days of Samuel the prophet. None of the kings of Israel
had kept such a Passover as was kept by Josiah, and the priests and the Levites,
and all Judah and Israel who were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. In
the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this Passover was kept.

After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Egypt went
up to fight at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to meet him. But
he sent envoys to him, saying, “What have we to do with each other, king of
Judah? | am not coming against you this day, but against the house with which |
am at war. And God has commanded me to hurry. Cease opposing God, who is
with me, lest he destroy you.” Nevertheless, Josiah did not turn away from him,
but disguised himself in order to fight with him. He did not listen to the words of
Neco from the mouth of God, but came to fight in the plain of Megiddo. And the
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archers shot King Josiah. And the king said to his servants, “Take me away, for |
am badly wounded.” So his servants took him out of the chariot and carried him
in his second chariot and brought him to Jerusalem. And he died and was buried
in the tombs of his fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. Jeremiah
also uttered a lament for Josiah; and all the singing men and singing women have
spoken of Josiah in their laments to this day. They made these a rule in Israel;
behold, they are written in the Laments.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Colossians 3:1-25

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are
above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear
with him in glory.

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of
these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were
living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander,
and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you
have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free;
but Christ is all, and in all.

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another
and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing
one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
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everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your
wives, and do not be harsh with them. Children, obey your parents in everything,
for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become
discouraged. Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly
masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart,
fearing the Lord. Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your
reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid back for
the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Confession

[P) What is the Office of the Keys?

The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to
His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to
withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent.

P} Where is this written?

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord
Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them,
they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22-23)

P) What do you believe according to these words?

| believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His
divine command, in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant
sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of
their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in
heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.




Catechetical Instruction

Prayer
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In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord have mercy.

P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
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give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

(P} In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My "I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

P] Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Benedicamus and Benediction

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.

Please leave your bulletin on the pew where you were seated to assist our custodian with sanitizing
the pews following the service.




