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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Jeremiah 8:18—9:12 

My joy is gone; grief is upon me; 

    my heart is sick within me. 

Behold, the cry of the daughter of my people 

    from the length and breadth of the land: 

“Is the LORD not in Zion? 

    Is her King not in her?” 

“Why have they provoked me to anger with their carved images 

    and with their foreign idols?” 

“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 

    and we are not saved.” 

For the wound of the daughter of my people is my heart wounded; 

    I mourn, and dismay has taken hold on me. 

Is there no balm in Gilead? 

    Is there no physician there? 

Why then has the health of the daughter of my people 

    not been restored? 

Oh that my head were waters, 

    and my eyes a fountain of tears, 

that I might weep day and night 

    for the slain of the daughter of my people! 

Oh that I had in the desert 

    a travelers' lodging place, 

that I might leave my people 

    and go away from them! 

For they are all adulterers, 

    a company of treacherous men. 

They bend their tongue like a bow; 

    falsehood and not truth has grown strong in the land; 

for they proceed from evil to evil, 

    and they do not know me, declares the LORD. 

Let everyone beware of his neighbor, 

    and put no trust in any brother, 

for every brother is a deceiver, 
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    and every neighbor goes about as a slanderer. 

Everyone deceives his neighbor, 

    and no one speaks the truth; 

they have taught their tongue to speak lies; 

    they weary themselves committing iniquity. 

Heaping oppression upon oppression, and deceit upon deceit, 

    they refuse to know me, declares the LORD. 

Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: 

“Behold, I will refine them and test them, 

    for what else can I do, because of my people? 

Their tongue is a deadly arrow; 

    it speaks deceitfully; 

with his mouth each speaks peace to his neighbor, 

    but in his heart he plans an ambush for him. 

Shall I not punish them for these things? declares the LORD, 

    and shall I not avenge myself 

    on a nation such as this? 

“I will take up weeping and wailing for the mountains, 

    and a lamentation for the pastures of the wilderness, 

because they are laid waste so that no one passes through, 

    and the lowing of cattle is not heard; 

both the birds of the air and the beasts 

    have fled and are gone. 

I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, 

    a lair of jackals, 

and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation, 

    without inhabitant.” 

Who is the man so wise that he can understand this? To whom has the mouth 

of the LORD spoken, that he may declare it? Why is the land ruined and laid waste 

like a wilderness, so that no one passes through? 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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Matthew 23:13-39 

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom 

of heaven in people's faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who 

would enter to go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 

travel across sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a 

proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves. 

“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is 

nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his 

oath.’ You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made 

the gold sacred? And you say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if 

anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind 

men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? So 

whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. And whoever 

swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it. And whoever 

swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who sits upon it. 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill 

and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and 

mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the 

others. You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside 

of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-

indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, 

that the outside also may be clean. 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 

tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's 

bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but 

within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of 

the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, saying, ‘If we had 

lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in 

shedding the blood of the prophets.’ Thus you witness against yourselves that 

you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of 

your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being 

sentenced to hell? Therefore I send you prophets and wise men 

and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in 

your synagogues and persecute from town to town, so that on you may come 
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all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the 

blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the 

sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this 

generation. 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who 

are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen 

gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is 

left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you 

say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Confession 

 

P What is the Office of the Keys? 

C The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to 

His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold 

forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 

 

P Where is this written? 

C This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord 

Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they 

are not forgiven.” (John 20:22–23) 

 

P What do you believe according to these words? 

C I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His 

divine command, in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant 

sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of 

their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in 

heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 
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Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 

the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 
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The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


