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Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!

Welcome to Worship,

This evening, our sermon series of the events of the last week of
Jesus’ life from the Gospel of Matthew continues as we take a look
at a number of parables Jesus tells to the leadership of Jerusalem.
If you think that Jesus is a softie, or that he would say nice things
to make friends and influence people, you might not want to listen
to what you're about to hear tonight.

Jesus goes toe to toe with the people who hold all the cards in
Jerusalem, people who can have him arrested and punished. Jesus
tells the truth. Always. To his friends and to people who couldn’t
care less about him. So what does Jesus tell people who are
seriously considering having him destroyed, who are living in
open rebellion against God, and who use their religion to up their
social and economic standing?

But what does all of this have to do with you? Plenty, it turns out.
While we will look at all three of the parables Jesus tells in our
text, our focus will be on the Parable of the Tenants (21:33-46).

God bless your time in worship this evening!

--Pastor Duncan McLellan

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor www.zlcb.org
Office Phone: 412-221-4776



Service of the Word

The Prelude

Announcements

Opening Hymn: Hymn Sing

The Invocation

Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
People:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

The Absolution

The Prayers

Pastor:
People:

...Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.



The Psalm of the Day: Psalm 54
O God, save me bg your name, and vindicate me by your migi'wt.

O Gocl, hear my prayer; give ear to the words of my mouth.

For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men seek my life;

theg do not set GOCl before themselves. SCIah
Belwolcl, (Godis my helper; the | ordis the uPlﬁolcler of my life.

[He will return the evil to my enemies; in your faithfulness put an end to them.
9 9y P
With a freewill oFFering | will sacrifice to you;
| will give thanks to your name, (O | ord, foritis good.
g 9y g
[For he has delivered me from every trouble,

and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:18-22:14

|n the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. And seeing
a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he
said to it, “Mag no fruit ever come from you again!” And the Fig tree withered at once.

When the disciples saw it, theg marveled, saying, “IHow did the Fig tree wither
at once?” And Jesus answered them, “Trub, | say to you, hcgou have faith and do
not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say
to this mountain, Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will haPPen. And whatever
you askin prayer, you will receive, hcyou have faith.”

Ancl when he entered the temPIe, the chief Priests and the elders of the
PeoP!e came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “Bg what authoritg are you doing
these tl'n'ngs, and who gave you this authoritg?” Jesus answered them, ¢ also will ask
you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then | also will tell you by what
authority | do these things. | he baptism of John, from where did it come? [From
heaven or from man? And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “|f we say,

T rom heaven, he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him? But if we say,

4



‘I:rom man, we are afraid of the crowd] for theg all hold that Jol'm was a Prophet.” So
theg answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you
133 what auttzoritg | do these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyar& to&ag.’ And he answered, | will not,” but afterward
he change& his mind and went. Anc] he went to the other son and said the same. Anc]
he answered, 4 go, sir; but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?”
Tl’]eﬂ said, “Tl’?é first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, the tax collectors and
the Prostitutes gointo the kingdom of (God before you. For Jotm came to you in the
way of rigl‘wteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
Prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change
your minds and believe him.

“IHear another Parab]c. T here was a master of a house who Planted a
vincyarcl and puta fence around it and dug a winePrcss in it and built a tower and
leased it to tenants, and went into another country. Wl‘]en the season for fruit drew
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his
servants and beat one, killed anottxer, and stoned another. Again he sent other
servants, more than the first. And ttzeg did the same to them. Fina”g he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘Theg will respect my son. Put when the tenants saw the son, theg said
to themselves, <] his is the heir. (Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance. And
theg took him and threw him out of the vineyarcl and killed him. When therefore the
owner of the vincgarcl comes, what will he do to those tenants?” Thcg said to him, “[e
will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vinegarc{ to other tenants
who will give him the fruits in their secasons.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that
the builders rcjectecl has become the cornerstone; this was the | ord's doing, anditis

marvelous in our egcs’?



Theregore | tell you, the ‘(ingc{om of God will be taken away from you and
givento a PeoPle Proclucing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived
that he was speaking about them. 46 And although they were secking to arrest him,
they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.

And again Jesus spoke to them in Parables, saying, “The l(ingclom of heaven
may be comParec{ toa king who gave a wcdclirxg feast for his son, and sent his servants
to call those who were invited to the wec{cling feast, but they would not come. Again
he sent other servants, saying, T ell those who are invited, “See, | have Prepareé my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtercd, and evergthing is rcady.
Come to the wedding feast.” But they Paid no attention and went off, one to his
farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them
shamefully, and killed them. T'he king was angry, and he sent his troops and
c{estrogec{ those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ] he
weddirsg feastis readg, but those invited were not wortl‘lg. (Go therefore to the main
roads and invite to the weclc}ing feast as many as you find? And those servants went
out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the
weclding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had
no wcc{clinggarment. And he said to him, T riend, how did you get in here without a
wedding garment? And he was speechless. T hen the king said to the attendants,
‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. |n that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ [For many are ca”ecl, but few are chosen.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Hymn: Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow 428
Sermon



The Offering
The Lord’s Prayer

Benediction

Pastor: Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one
another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of
love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy
kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

People: Amen!
The Recessional: Glory Be to Jesus 433
The Postlude

T Service Participants ¥

Pastor: Rev. Duncan McLellan
Organist: Sandra Quinlan
Elders: Paul Klemash & Shane Bryant
Acolyte Elder
Ushers: Melanie Becker, Bill Becker, Shane Bryant,

Michael Kozak, Vince Kimberland, Bill Koester,
Loren Ludeman, Richard Quinlan
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian Oelschlager & Sarah Ali





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.66667
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.66667
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '[Smallest File Size]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


