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JAMES AND JUDE! Starting July 20th, we will be having a small 

group Bible Study on the books of James and Jude as part of our 
Midweek Service.  If you want to take part in this study, please 

sign-up for study guides on the sign-up sheet either in the narthex 
or the bulletin board by the side entrance.  Hope to see you there!        
 

CONFIRMATION.  Coming this fall, we will be starting a new 
Confirmation class for kids 6-8th grade to learn the basics of the 
Christian faith and become communicant members of the 

congregation.  Look for more information in upcoming newsletters 
and in this place as we get closer to the summer season!       
 

2.10.66!  We’ve done it twice; will the third time be the charm?  
Going through all 66 books of the Bible over 10 hours and 2 days.  

Look for a sign-up sheet in the narthex area as we look at the 
interest level and possible times for doing a 3rd 2.10.66!  
 

PITTSBURGH LUTHERAN!  Look for more information about Zion 
in the upcoming edition of the Pittsburgh Lutheran.  A big shout-
out/ tip-of-the-hat to our team who has taken on the responsibility 

of publishing and improving this valuable communication resource 
for the LCMS congregations in the greater Pittsburgh Area!  Way to 

go team!   
 
CREATION CONFERENCE. Keep an eye out for our second 

Creation Conference here at Zion in August (12-14).  We will have a 
group of scientists and theologians come and present their 

research and inform us on the truth of the Biblical account of 
creation.  You won’t want to miss this conference; a great 
opportunity to learn and grow in your faith!   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship!  
 

For those of you who are doing your Bible in a Year readings, you are now 
well-entrenched in the book of Judges.  After the conquest of the land under 
Joshua, the Israelites divide up the land by tribes.  For about 400 year, the 
Israelites lived in relative (compared to later periods) peace under the 
occasional, regional leadership of Judges (men and women the Lord raised 
up to defend his people from their enemies).  This evening, our focus is on a 
text that explains (or summarizes) the plight of the Israelites, and why they 
alone were to blame for the difficulties they faced.   
 
The seed of the sin is always idolatry, having the wrong God.  The fruit takes 
many colors, shapes and sizes.  Materialism, lack of concern for the poor, 
disregard for human life, treating plants and animals better than other 
human beings, sexual deviancy, unfaithfulness in marriage, despair, 
selfishness, pride and gluttony are some of the many different kinds of fruit 
that grows from the seed of idolatry—of having the wrong God.   
 
This evening, we are going to take a look at the horrible sin of idolatry, as 
well as what our Lord Jesus Christ has done to keep us from committing it, 
and how he forgives and restores us when we do. 
God bless your time in worship this evening! 
 
-Pastor Duncan  
 
 

 
 
Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  
Office Phone: 412-221-4776 Website:  www.zlcb.org 
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The Service of Prayer and Preaching   
 

Pastor:  O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
Psalm 51:15 

People:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me.  Make haste to help me, O 
  Lord. 

Psalm 70:1 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.   
  Amen.  
   

Reading:  Psalm 15 
 O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent? 

    Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 
 He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 

    and speaks truth in his heart; 
 who does not slander with his tongue 

    and does no evil to his neighbor, 

    nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 
 in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

    but who honors those who fear the Lord; 

who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
 who does not put out his money at interest 

    and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 

He who does these things shall never be moved. 

 

Old Testament Reading:  Judges 2:11-23 
 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of 

the LORD and served the Baals.  And they abandoned the LORD, the God 

of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went 

after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, 
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and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger.  They 

abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. So the 

anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to 

plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their 

surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their 

enemies.  Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against 

them for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to 

them. And they were in terrible distress. 

  Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of 

those who plundered them.  Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they 

whored after other gods and bowed down to them. They soon turned aside 

from the way in which their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the 

commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so. Whenever 

the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he 

saved them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For 

the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who afflicted 

and oppressed them.  But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were 

more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them and 

bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or their 

stubborn ways.  So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he 

said, “Because this people have transgressed my covenant that I commanded 

their fathers and have not obeyed my voice,  I will no longer drive out before 

them any of the nations that Joshua left when he died,  in order to test Israel 

by them, whether they will take care to walk in the way of the LORD as their 

fathers did, or not.”  So the LORD left those nations, not driving them out 

quickly, and he did not give them into the hand of Joshua. 
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Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 

The Prayers 
 

Pastor: Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
People: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

Psalm 141:2 

Pastor: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my  
  Savior; for he has regarded the lowliness of His hand-maiden.   
People: For behold, from this day all generations will call me  
  blessed.  For the Mighty One has done great things to me,  
  and holy is His name; and His mercy is on those who fear  
  Him from generation to generation. 
Pastor: He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the  
  proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He has cast down the  
  mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 
People: He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He  
  has sent empty away.  He has helped His servant Israel in  
  remembrance of His mercy and He spoke to our fathers, to  
  Abraham and to his seed forever. 

Luke 1:46-55 

Pastor: …Lord, in Your mercy, 
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People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
  all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the  
  world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your  
  commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear 
  of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus  
  Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and  
  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
All:    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
   give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our   
   trespasses as we forgive those  who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory   
   forever and ever. Amen 

Matthew 6:9-13 

The Benediction 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face  
  shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord lift up His  
  countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen. 


