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ANNOUNCEMENTS

JAMES AND JUDE! On Wednesday evenings, we will be
having a small group Bible Study on the books of James and
Jude as part of our Midweek Service. It’s not too late to pick
up your study guide following the service this evening. We’ll
be going over the first unit after the service this week!

2.10.66! We've done it twice; will the third time be the
charm? Going through all 66 books of the Bible over 10
hours and 2 days. Look for a sign-up sheet in the narthex
area for our 3r4 2.10.66. September 2rd 6-9pm and the 3rd
from 10-5.

CONFIRMATION is coming! 6-8th graders, this is for you!
Our Parent Meeting is scheduled for 8/29 at 7:00pm with the
first Confirmation Class scheduled for 9/12 at 7:00pm. Look
for more in September’s newsletter, on-line and in the
worship bulletin.

GENESIS SEMINAR. Thanks to everyone who came out to
the Genesis Seminar last weekend. We were blessed with
excellent presenters and learned a lot about the Scriptures
and Science behind the creation of the world. Will we do this
again? Probably. Let us know if you are interested in a
Genesis Seminar 3!



Welcome to worship!

Does your tongue control you? Do you feel that you have power over your tongue
or does it often exert its power over you? James talks about the power of the
tongue in our passage tonight. The imagery of our tongue steering our body like a
rudder is striking. Something so small has the ability to drive us into the trap of
sin, divide the body of Christ, and make us look like something we aren’t. Whether
itis lying, cursing, gossip, or divisive language within the body of Christ, the
tongue takes the reigns much too often.

As we come together this evening to continue our study of James we see a shift.
James has moved on from the nature of faith to the concrete actions which flow
from it in the life of a believer. Our identity is established in Christ. James keeps it
clear throughout this text with figurative language and interjections (my
brothers!) that he is speaking to Christians, and that the good work of keeping
one’s tongue in check flows from the identity that one has in Jesus. The words we
read and reflect on tonight fall into the category; “in light of the death and
resurrection of Jesus (which has become our death and resurrection in our
baptisms), how then shall we live?”. Strange as it may seem, James is telling you
“you are a fig tree... so bear figs!”

God'’s blessings on your worship this evening!

-Vicar Joshua
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The Service of Prayer and Preaching

Pastor: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last
People: Amen.
Pastor: It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praise to Your
name, O Most High.
People: To herald Your love in the morning, Your truth at the close
of the day.
Psalm 92:1
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 77
] cry aloud to Goc],

aloud to Gocl, and he will hear me. ]n the c{ag of my trouble ] seek the Lord;

in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying;

my soul refuses to be comforted. \When | remember (God, | moan;

when | meditate, my sPirit faints. You hold my cgc]icls open;

] am so troubled that ] cannot speak. ] consider the clays of old,

the years long ago. | said, “|_et me remember my song in the night;

let me meditate in my heart.” ] hen my sPirit made a cli]igcnt search: “Will the
| ord spurn forever, and never again be favorable?
[as his steadfast love forever ceased? Are his Promiscs at an end for all time?
[Has (God Forgotten to be gracious? [Has he in anger shut up his compassion?”
Then | said, ] will aPPea] to this, to the years of the right hand of the Most
Higlﬂ.” | will remember the deeds of the | ord; yes, | will rememberyour wonders of
old. | will Pon&er all your work, and meditate on your mightg deeds.
Your way, O God, is }1013‘ What gocl is great like our (God?

You are the God who works wonclers; you have made known your miglﬂt among the
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Peoples.You with your arm redeemed your People, the children oFJacob and
Joseph. When the waters saw you, O God, when the waters saw you, they were
afraid; indeed, the dcep trembled. T he clouds Pourecl out water;

the skies gave forth thuncler; your arrows flashed on every side. The crash of
your thunder was in the whirlwind; your lightnings ]ighted up the world; the
carth trembled and shook. Your way was through the sea, your Path tl’xrough the

great waters; yet 3ourlcootprints were unseen. You led your Peop]e like a flock }39
the hand of Moses and Aaron.

Reading: James 3:1-12

Not many oxcgou should become teachers, my brothers, Forgou know that
we who teach will bejudged with greater strictness. Forwe all stumble in many
ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, heisa Pcr‘Fec’t man, able
also to bridle his whole Eoég. ]F we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they
obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. Look at the ships also: though t]ﬂeg
are so large and are driven bg strong winds, theg are guided bg avery small rudder
wherever the will of the Pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it
boasts of great things.

[How great a forest is set ablaze 135 such a small fire! And the tongue is a
fire, a world of unrigl—xteousness‘ Tl’lé tongue is set among our members, staining
the whole boclg, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire 139 hell. Tor
every kind of beast and bircl, of rePtiIe and sea creature, can be tamed and has
been tamed bg mankind, but no human bcing can tame the tongue. ]t is a restless
evi], full of cleac”g Poison. Witl—l it we bless our Lorc{ and Father, and with it we
curse Peop]c who are made in the likeness of (God. [Trom the same mouth come
b]essing and cursing, My brothers, these things ought not to be so. [Does a sPring
Poumcortl‘l from the same oPening both fresh and salt water? Cana Fig tree, my



brothers, bear olives, ora graPevine Procluce Figs’? Neither can a salt Ponc{ gie]d

Fresh water.

Message

(Please stand)

The Apostles’ Creed

[ believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

[ believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

Heavenly Father, You are the creator of all things. Guide us,
your baptized creatures, by your Holy Spirit so that we use our
tongues to glorify you and build up our brothers and sisters in
Christ; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, You desire not the death of a
sinner but that all would repent and live. Hear our prayers for
those outside the Church. Take away their iniquity, and turn
them from their false gods to You, the living and true God.
Gather them into Your holy Church to the glory of Your name;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Almighty and ever-living God, You make us both to will and to
do those things that are good and acceptable in Your sight. let
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People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
All:

Your fatherly hand ever guide us and Your Holy Spirit ever be
with us to direct us in the knowledge and obedience of Your
Word that we may obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

Amen.

Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far
spent. Abide with us and with Your whole church. Abide with
us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the
world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your
holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing.
Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation
comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when
death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now
and forever.

Amen.

...Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen
Matthew 6:9-13

The Benediction

Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make His face
shine upon us and be gracious to us. The Lord lift up His

countenance upon us and give us peace.
Numbers 6:24-26

Amen.



