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In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
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(P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Readings From Holy Scripture

1 Samuel 25:1-22

Now Samuel died. And all Israel assembled and mourned for him, and they buried
him in his house at Ramah.

Then David rose and went down to the wilderness of Paran. And there was a man in
Maon whose business was in Carmel. The man was very rich; he had three thousand
sheep and a thousand goats. He was shearing his sheep in Carmel. Now the name of
the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife Abigail. The woman was discerning and
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beautiful, but the man was harsh and badly behaved; he was a Calebite. David heard
in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep. So David sent ten young men.
And David said to the young men, “Go up to Carmel, and go to Nabal and greet him
in my name. And thus you shall greet him: 'Peace be to you, and peace be to your
house, and peace be to all that you have. | hear that you have shearers. Now your
shepherds have been with us, and we did them no harm, and they missed nothing all
the time they were in Carmel. Ask your young men, and they will tell you. Therefore
let my young men find favor in your eyes, for we come on a feast day. Please give
whatever you have at hand to your servants and to your son David."”

When David’s young men came, they said all this to Nabal in the name of David,
and then they waited. And Nabal answered David's servants, “Who is David? Who is
the son of Jesse? There are many servants these days who are breaking away from
their masters. Shall | take my bread and my water and my meat that | have killed for
my shearers and give it to men who come from | do not know where?” So David's
young men turned away and came back and told him all this. And David said to his
men, “Every man strap on his sword!” And every man of them strapped on his sword.
David also strapped on his sword. And about four hundred men went up after David,
while two hundred remained with the baggage.

But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, “Behold, David sent
messengers out of the wilderness to greet our master, and he railed at them. Yet the
men were very good to us, and we suffered no harm, and we did not miss anything
when we were in the fields, as long as we went with them. They were a wall to us
both by night and by day, all the while we were with them keeping the sheep. Now
therefore know this and consider what you should do, for harm is determined against
our master and against all his house, and he is such a worthless man that one cannot
speak to him.”

Then Abigail made haste and took two hundred loaves and two skins of wine and
five sheep already prepared and five seahs of parched grain and a hundred clusters
of raisins and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on donkeys. And she said to
her young men, “Go on before me; behold, | come after you.” But she did not tell her
husband Nabal. And as she rode on the donkey and came down under cover of the
mountain, behold, David and his men came down toward her, and she met them.
Now David had said, “Surely in vain have | guarded all that this fellow has in the
wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that belonged to him, and he has
returned me evil for good. God do so to the enemies of David and more also, if by
morning | leave so much as one male of all who belong to him.”
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Corinthians 3:1-23

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the
flesh, as infants in Christ. | fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready
for it. And even now you are not yet ready, for you are still of the flesh. For while
there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in
a human way? For when one says, “l follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are
you not being merely human?

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the
Lord assigned to each. | planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the
growth. He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages
according to his labor. For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's
building.

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder | laid a
foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he
builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, straw— each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work
each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he
will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he
himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If
anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and
you are that temple.

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this
age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is
folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” and again,
"The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” So let no one boast in
men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life




or death or the present or the future—all are yours, and you are Christ's, and Christ is
God's.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(P) What is the Fourth Petition?
Give us this day our daily bread.

(P} What does this mean?

God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all
evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this
and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.

(P) What is meant by daily bread?

Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of
the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals,
money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers,
devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-
control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.

Sermon or Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P} Friends in Christ, | urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as
Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us.

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth,
and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world
through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown
forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living
whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those
who are blinded and bound in the devil's kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your
Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in
the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified
daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we
commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy
will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us
trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our
hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and
that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our
flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his
wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul,
now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
(P} We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
([P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father,
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that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all,
firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood
for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the
boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious
blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell.
Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a
gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
(P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His
own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My - body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me."




P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution
Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
Amen.
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