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In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
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(P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Readings From Holy Scripture

1 Kings 3:1-15

Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt. He took Pharaoh's
daughter and brought her into the city of David until he had finished building his
own house and the house of the LORD and the wall around Jerusalem. The people
were sacrificing at the high places, however, because no house had yet been built for
the name of the LORD.




Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father, only he
sacrificed and made offerings at the high places. And the king went to Gibeon to
sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand
burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night, and God said, "Ask what | shall give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown
great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked before
you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you
have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his
throne this day. And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place
of David my father, although | am but a little child. | do not know how to go out or
come in. And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a
great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that | may discern between
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, “Because
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is
right, behold, | now do according to your word. Behold, | give you a wise and
discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall
arise after you. | give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so
that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. And if you will walk in my
ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked,
then | will lengthen your days.”

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and
stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings and
peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

2 Corinthians 1:1-22

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
To the church of God that is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of
Achaia:




Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able
to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves
are comforted by God. For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through
Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort
and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience
when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. Our hope for you is
unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our
comfort.

For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced
in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of
life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to
make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. He delivered us from
such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will
deliver us again. You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on
our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.

For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the
world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of
God, and supremely so toward you. For we are not writing to you anything other than
what you read and understand and | hope you will fully understand— just as you
did partially understand us—that on the day of our Lord Jesus you will boast of us
as we will boast of you.

Because | was sure of this, | wanted to come to you first, so that you might have a
second experience of grace. | wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to
come back to you from Macedonia and have you send me on my way to Judea. Was |
vacillating when | wanted to do this? Do | make my plans according to the flesh,
ready to say "Yes, yes” and "No, no” at the same time? As surely as God is faithful, our
word to you has not been Yes and No. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we
proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and |, was not Yes and No, but in him it
is always Yes. For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is
through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory. And it is God who
establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, and who has also put his seal
on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P} What is the Sixth Petition?
And lead us not into temptation.

(P} What does this mean?

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep
us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or
mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although
we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them
and win the victory.

Sermon or Catechetical Instruction

Prayer
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Friends in Christ, | urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as
Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us.

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth,
and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world
through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown
forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living
whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those
who are blinded and bound in the devil's kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your
Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in
the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified
daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we
commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy
will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us
trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our
hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and
that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our
flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his
wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul,
now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
(P} We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
([P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father,
that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all,
firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood
for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the
boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious
blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell.
Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a
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gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers;

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His
own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My - body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me."

P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My +I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."




Distribution

Post-Communion Collect
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Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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