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In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture

2 Chronicles 32:1-22

After these things and these acts of faithfulness, Sennacherib king of Assyria

came and invaded Judah and encamped against the fortified cities, thinking to win
them for himself. And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and
intended to fight against Jerusalem, he planned with his officers and his mighty
men to stop the water of the springs that were outside the city; and they helped
him. A great many people were gathered, and they stopped all the springs and the
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brook that flowed through the land, saying, “Why should the kings of Assyria come
and find much water?” He set to work resolutely and built up all the wall that was
broken down and raised towers upon it, and outside it he built another wall, and he
strengthened the Millo in the city of David. He also made weapons and shields in
abundance. And he set combat commanders over the people and gathered them
together to him in the square at the gate of the city and spoke encouragingly to
them, saying, ’ “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or dismayed before
the king of Assyria and all the horde that is with him, for there are more with us
than with him. 8With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God, to help
us and to fight our battles.” And the people took confidence from the words of
Hezekiah king of Judah.

After this, Sennacherib king of Assyria, who was besieging Lachish with all his
forces, sent his servants to Jerusalem to Hezekiah king of Judah and to all the
people of Judah who were in Jerusalem, saying, “Thus says Sennacherib king of
Assyria, ‘On what are you trusting, that you endure the siege in Jerusalem? Is not
Hezekiah misleading you, that he may give you over to die by famine and by thirst,
when he tells you, “The Lord our God will deliver us from the hand of the king of
Assyria"? Has not this same Hezekiah taken away his high places and his altars and
commanded Judah and Jerusalem, “Before one altar you shall worship, and on it
you shall burn your sacrifices”? Do you not know what | and my fathers have done
to all the peoples of other lands? Were the gods of the nations of those lands at all
able to deliver their lands out of my hand? Who among all the gods of those
nations that my fathers devoted to destruction was able to deliver his people from
my hand, that your God should be able to deliver you from my hand? Now,
therefore, do not let Hezekiah deceive you or mislead you in this fashion, and do
not believe him, for no god of any nation or kingdom has been able to deliver his
people from my hand or from the hand of my fathers. How much less will your God
deliver you out of my hand!"”

And his servants said still more against the Lord God and against his servant
Hezekiah. And he wrote letters to cast contempt on the Lord, the God of Israel, and
to speak against him, saying, “Like the gods of the nations of the lands who have
not delivered their people from my hands, so the God of Hezekiah will not deliver
his people from my hand.” And they shouted it with a loud voice in the language
of Judah to the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to frighten and terrify
them, in order that they might take the city. And they spoke of the God of




Jerusalem as they spoke of the gods of the peoples of the earth, which are the
work of men's hands.

Then Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed
because of this and cried to heaven. And the Lord sent an angel, who cut off all the
mighty warriors and commanders and officers in the camp of the king of Assyria.
So he returned with shame of face to his own land. And when he came into the
house of his god, some of his own sons struck him down there with the sword. So
the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of
Sennacherib king of Assyria and from the hand of all his enemies, and he provided
for them on every side.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Colossians 1:1-23

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,

To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,
since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the
saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before
in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the whole
world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you
heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from
Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf
and has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that
you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him:
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; being
strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and
patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins.




He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and
blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has
been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a
minister.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P} What is the Sacrament of Holy Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command

and combined with God's word.
(P} Which is that word of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Sermon or Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P} In Peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for
the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of
us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for all
who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For... let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father,
that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all,
firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood
for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the
boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious
blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell.
Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a
gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
(P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His
own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:




"Take, eat; this is My - body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect
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Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
Amen.
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