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In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture

Nehemiah 4:7-23

But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the

Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward
and that the breaches were beginning to be closed, they were very angry. And they
all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in
it. And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection against them day and
night.




In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who bear the burdens is failing.
There is too much rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall.” And
our enemies said, “They will not know or see till we come among them and kill
them and stop the work.” At that time the Jews who lived near them came from all
directions and said to us ten times, “You must return to us.” So in the lowest parts
of the space behind the wall, in open places, | stationed the people by their clans,
with their swords, their spears, and their bows. And | looked and arose and said to
the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid of
them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers,
your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes.”

When our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God had frustrated
their plan, we all returned to the wall, each to his work. From that day on, half of my
servants worked on construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats
of mail. And the leaders stood behind the whole house of Judah, who were building
on the wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each
labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. And each
of the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built. The man who
sounded the trumpet was beside me. And | said to the nobles and to the officials
and to the rest of the people, “The work is great and widely spread, and we are
separated on the wall, far from one another. In the place where you hear the sound
of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.”

So we labored at the work, and half of them held the spears from the break of
dawn until the stars came out. | also said to the people at that time, “Let every man
and his servant pass the night within Jerusalem, that they may be a guard for us by
night and may labor by day.” So neither | nor my brothers nor my servants nor the
men of the guard who followed me, none of us took off our clothes; each kept his
weapon at his right hand.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Timothy 3:1-16

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a
noble task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one
wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a
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drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must
manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for
if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care

for God's church? He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with
conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well
thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the
devil.

Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much
wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. They must hold the mystery of the faith with a
clear conscience. And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if
they prove themselves blameless. Their wives likewise must be dignified, not
slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. Let deacons each be the husband
of one wife, managing their children and their own households well. For those who
serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence
in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

| hope to come to you soon, but | am writing these things to you so that, if |
delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the
church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. Great indeed, we confess,
is the mystery of godliness:

He was manifested in the flesh,
vindicated by the Spirit,
seen by angels,
proclaimed among the nations,
believed on in the world,
taken up in glory.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“Second Part”

(P) What benefits does the Sacrament of Holy Baptism give?
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives

eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God
declare.




(P} Which are these words and promises of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”

Sermon or Catechetical Instruction

Prayer
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In Peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for
the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of
us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for all
who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.




Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father,
that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all,
firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood
for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the
boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious
blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell.
Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a
gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.




(P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His
own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My "I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me."

P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I give you peace.
Amen.
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