Zion Lutheran Church

NS =LV

December 20, 2017
Midweek Advent Service




Vespers

Advent Versicles
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(L] O Lord, o-pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to de-liv - er me;
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Advent: Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.




Hymn -- Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates #341

Readings From Holy Scripture

Old Testament Reading - Isaiah 35:3-6
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading — Luke 1:57-80

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. And her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they
rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they
would have called him Zechariah after his father, but his mother answered, “No; he shall
be called John.” And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.”
And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. And he
asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. And
immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God.
And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all
the hill country of Judea, and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying,
"What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.

And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,
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“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins,
because of the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until
the day of his public appearance to Israel.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
Magnificat
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1 My soul now mag - ni - fies the Lord; My spir - it
2 For He a - lone who shows such might Has done a -
3 His arm is  strong; His strength is great.  He  scat - ters

4 He feeds the hun - gry as His own; The wealth-y
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leaps for  joy in Him. He keeps me in  His kind re-
maz - ing things to me. His mer - cy flows; His name like
those of proud in - tent Andcasts them down from high es -
leave with emp - ty hands. He gives His help to Is - ra-
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gard, And I am blest  for time to  come.
light Re - mains in time per - pet - ual - ly.
tate, Then gives the low His nour - ish - ment.
el; His gra - cious prom - ise al - ways stands.
Offering
Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy;

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Christ, have mer-cy;

Lord, have mer-cy.




Salutation
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P The Lord be with you.
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And with your spir - it.

Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may
be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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Benediction
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(Pl The grace of our Lord *- Je-sus Christ and the love of God
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and the communion of the Holy Spir - it be with you all

Closing Hymn - O Come, O come, Emmanuel (Stanza 1) #357
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