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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture

Ezekiel 39: 1-10,17-29
“And you, son of man, prophesy against Gog and say, Thus says the Lord God:
Behold, | am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. And | will turn
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you about and drive you forward, and bring you up from the uttermost parts of the
north, and lead you against the mountains of Israel. Then | will strike your bow from
your left hand, and will make your arrows drop out of your right hand. You shall fall
on the mountains of Israel, you and all your hordes and the peoples who are with
you. | will give you to birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be
devoured. You shall fall in the open field, for | have spoken, declares the Lord God. |
will send fire on Magog and on those who dwell securely in the coastlands,

and they shall know that | am the Lord.

“And my holy name | will make known in the midst of my people Israel, and | will
not let my holy name be profaned anymore. And the nations shall know that |
am the Lord, the Holy One in Israel. Behold, it is coming and it will be brought
about, declares the Lord God. That is the day of which | have spoken.

“Then those who dwell in the cities of Israel will go out and make fires of the
weapons and burn them, shields and bucklers, bow and arrows, clubs and spears;
and they will make fires of them for seven years, so that they will not need to take
wood out of the field or cut down any out of the forests, for they will make their
fires of the weapons. They will seize the spoil of those who despoiled them, and
plunder those who plundered them, declares the Lord God.

"As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord God: Speak to the birds of every sort
and to all beasts of the field: '‘Assemble and come, gather from all around to the
sacrificial feast that | am preparing for you, a great sacrificial feast on the
mountains of Israel, and you shall eat flesh and drink blood. You shall eat the flesh
of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth—of rams, of lambs,
and of he-goats, of bulls, all of them fat beasts of Bashan. And you shall eat fat till
you are filled, and drink blood till you are drunk, at the sacrificial feast that | am
preparing for you. And you shall be filled at my table with horses and charioteers,
with mighty men and all kinds of warriors,” declares the Lord God.

“And | will set my glory among the nations, and all the nations shall see my
judgment that | have executed, and my hand that | have laid on them. The house of
Israel shall know that | am the Lord their God, from that day forward. And the
nations shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity,
because they dealt so treacherously with me that | hid my face from them and gave
them into the hand of their adversaries, and they all fell by the sword. | dealt with
them according to their uncleanness and their transgressions, and hid my face from
them.




"Therefore thus says the Lord God: Now | will restore the fortunes of Jacob and
have mercy on the whole house of Israel, and | will be jealous for my holy
name. They shall forget their shame and all the treachery they have practiced
against me, when they dwell securely in their land with none to make them
afraid, when | have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them from
their enemies' lands, and through them have vindicated my holiness in the sight of
many nations. Then they shall know that | am the Lord their God, because | sent
them into exile among the nations and then assembled them into their own land. |
will leave none of them remaining among the nations anymore. And | will not hide
my face anymore from them, when | pour out my Spirit upon the house of Israel,
declares the Lord God.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 7:21—8:17

So | find it to be a law that when | want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For |
delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but | see in my members another law
waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin
that dwells in my members. Wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from this
body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, | myself
serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh | serve the law of sin.

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For
the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and
death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. For to set the
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's
law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is
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life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of
God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into
fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba!
Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Sacrament of the Altar

(P) Who receives this Sacrament worthily?
Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that

person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words:
“given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does
not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the
words “for you” require all hearts to believe.

Sermon or Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P} In Peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.
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For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for
the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

([P} For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of
us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for all
who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P] Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father,
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that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all,
firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood
for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the
boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious
blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell.
Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a
gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
(P} In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His
own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My "+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me."

P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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Distribution
Post-Communion Collect

P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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