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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Proverbs 3:5–24 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

and do not lean on your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make straight your paths. 

Be not wise in your own eyes; 

fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. 

It will be healing to your flesh 

and refreshment to your bones. 

Honor the LORD with your wealth 

and with the firstfruits of all your produce; 

then your barns will be filled with plenty, 

and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline 

or be weary of his reproof, 

for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, 

as a father the son in whom he delights. 

Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, 

and the one who gets understanding, 

for the gain from her is better than gain from silver 

and her profit better than gold. 

She is more precious than jewels, 

and nothing you desire can compare with her. 

Long life is in her right hand; 

in her left hand are riches and honor. 

Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 

and all her paths are peace. 

She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; 

those who hold her fast are called blessed. 

The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; 

by understanding he established the heavens; 

by his knowledge the deeps broke open, 

and the clouds drop down the dew. 

My son, do not lose sight of these— 



4 
 

keep sound wisdom and discretion, 

and they will be life for your soul 

and adornment for your neck. 

Then you will walk on your way securely, 

and your foot will not stumble. 

If you lie down, you will not be afraid; 

when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 
 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

John 11:38-57 

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead 

four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see 

the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and 

said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear 

me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may 

believe that you sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried out with a 

loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came out, his hands and 

feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he 

did, believed in him, but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what 

Jesus had done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and 

said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. If we let him go on 

like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away 

both our place and our nation.” But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest 

that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is 

better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation 

should perish.” He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that 

year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the nation 

only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 

So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 
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Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there 

to the region near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed 

with the disciples. 

Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country 

to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. They were looking for 

Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you 

think? That he will not come to the feast at all?” Now the chief priests and the 

Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he should let them 

know, so that they might arrest him. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

The Ten Commandments 
 

P What is the eighth commandment. 

C You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  

P What does this mean? 

C We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, 

betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of 

him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 

 

Sermon or Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 
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P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 
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and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 

that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Five from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 


