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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Readings from Holy Scripture

Judges 6:25-40

That night the LORD said to him, “Take your father's bull, and the second bull
seven years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut
down the Asherah that is beside it and build an altar to the LORD your God on the
top of the stronghold here, with stones laid in due order. Then take the second
bull and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah that you shall
cut down.” So Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the LORD had told
him. But because he was too afraid of his family and the men of the town to do it
by day, he did it by night.

When the men of the town rose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal
was broken down, and the Asherah beside it was cut down, and the second bull
was offered on the altar that had been built. And they said to one another, "Who
has done this thing?” And after they had searched and inquired, they said,
“Gideon the son of Joash has done this thing. "Then the men of the town said to
Joash, "Bring out your son, that he may die, for he has broken down the altar of
Baal and cut down the Asherah beside it.” But Joash said to all who stood against
him, "Will you contend for Baal? Or will you save him? Whoever contends for him
shall be put to death by morning. If he is a god, let him contend for himself,
because his altar has been broken down.” Therefore on that day Gideon was
called Jerubbaal, that is to say, “Let Baal contend against him,” because he broke
down his altar.

Now all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East came
together, and they crossed the Jordan and encamped in the Valley of
Jezreel. But the Spirit of the LORD clothed Gideon, and he sounded the trumpet,
and the Abiezrites were called out to follow him. And he sent messengers
throughout all Manasseh, and they too were called out to follow him. And he
sent messengers to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they went up to meet
them.

Then Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have
said, behold, | am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on
the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then | shall know that you will
save Israel by my hand, as you have said.” And it was so. When he rose early next
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morning and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a
bowl with water. Then Gideon said to God, “Let not your anger burn against me;
let me speak just once more. Please let me test just once more with the fleece.
Please let it be dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground let there be

dew.” And God did so that night; and it was dry on the fleece only, and on all the
ground there was dew.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Acts 15:6-21

The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this
matter. And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them,
“Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by
my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. And
God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit
just as he did to us, and he made no distinction between us and them, having
cleansed their hearts by faith. Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the
test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we
have been able to bear? But we believe that we will be saved through the grace
of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”

And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they
related what signs and wonders God had done through them among the
Gentiles. After they finished speaking, James replied, "Brothers, listen to
me. Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a
people for his name. And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is
written,

"

After this | will return,
and | will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen;
| will rebuild its ruins,
and | will restore it,
that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord,
and all the Gentiles who are called by my name,
says the Lord, who makes these things known from of old.’
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Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles
who turn to God, but should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by
idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, and
from blood. For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who
proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Ten Commandments

The Close of the Commandments

(P) What does God say about all these commandments?

He says: “l, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children
for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who
hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those

who love Me and keep My commandments.” (Ex. 20: 5-6)

(P} What does this mean?

God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore,
we should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He
promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments.
Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He
commands.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P} In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.




)

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

6




P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us
His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember
and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by
pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and
from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine,
that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:




"Take, eat; this is My *I body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

P

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.
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