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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Readings from Holy Scripture

1 Samuel 9:1-27

There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, son of
Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth. And he
had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was not a man
among the people of Israel more handsome than he. From his shoulders upward
he was taller than any of the people.

Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul's father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul his son,
"Take one of the young men with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys.”
And he passed through the hill country of Ephraim and passed through the land
of Shalishah, but they did not find them. And they passed through the land of
Shaalim, but they were not there. Then they passed through the land of
Benjamin, but did not find them.

When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with
him, “Come, let us go back, lest my father cease to care about the donkeys and
become anxious about us.” But he said to him, “Behold, there is a man of God in
this city, and he is a man who is held in honor; all that he says comes true. So
now let us go there. Perhaps he can tell us the way we should go.” Then Saul said
to his servant, "But if we go, what can we bring the man? For the bread in our
sacks is gone, and there is no present to bring to the man of God. What do we
have?” The servant answered Saul again, "Here, | have with me a quarter of a
shekel of silver, and | will give it to the man of God to tell us our way.” (Formerly
in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he said, "Come, let us go to the
seer,” for today's “prophet” was formerly called a seer.) And Saul said to his
servant, "Well said; come, let us go.” So they went to the city where the man of
God was.

As they went up the hill to the city, they met young women coming out to
draw water and said to them, “Is the seer here?” They answered, “He is; behold,
he is just ahead of you. Hurry. He has come just now to the city, because the
people have a sacrifice today on the high place. As soon as you enter the city you
will find him, before he goes up to the high place to eat. For the people will not
eat till he comes, since he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are
invited will eat. Now go up, for you will meet him immediately.” So they went up
to the city. As they were entering the city, they saw Samuel coming out toward
them on his way up to the high place.




Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed to Samuel: “Tomorrow
about this time | will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall
anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the
hand of the Philistines. For | have seen my people, because their cry has come to
me.” When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told him, “Here is the man of whom |
spoke to you! He it is who shall restrain my people.” Then Saul approached
Samuel in the gate and said, “Tell me where is the house of the seer?” Samuel
answered Saul, “| am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for today you
shall eat with me, and in the morning | will let you go and will tell you all that is
on your mind. As for your donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not set your
mind on them, for they have been found. And for whom is all that is desirable in
Israel? Is it not for you and for all your father's house?” Saul answered, "Am | not
a Benjaminite, from the least of the tribes of Israel? And is not my clan the
humblest of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then have you spoken to
me in this way?”

Then Samuel took Saul and his young man and brought them into the hall
and gave them a place at the head of those who had been invited, who were
about thirty persons. And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion | gave you,
of which I said to you, ‘Put it aside.” So the cook took up the leg and what was
on it and set them before Saul. And Samuel said, “See, what was kept is set
before you. Eat, because it was kept for you until the hour appointed, that you
might eat with the guests.”

So Saul ate with Samuel that day. And when they came down from the high
place into the city, a bed was spread for Saul on the roof, and he lay down to
sleep. Then at the break of dawn Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Up, that |
may send you on your way.” So Saul arose, and both he and Samuel went out
into the street.

As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, "Tell
the servant to pass on before us, and when he has passed on, stop here yourself
for a while, that | may make known to you the word of God.”

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Acts 21:37—22:16

As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the tribune,
“May | say something to you?” And he said, “Do you know Greek? Are you not
the Egyptian, then, who recently stirred up a revolt and led the four thousand
men of the Assassins out into the wilderness?” Paul replied, “I am a Jew, from
Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no obscure city. | beg you, permit me to speak to the
people.” And when he had given him permission, Paul, standing on the steps,
motioned with his hand to the people. And when there was a great hush, he
addressed them in the Hebrew language, saying:

"Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that | now make before you.”

And when they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew language, they
became even more quiet. And he said:

“I'am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at
the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers,
being zealous for God as all of you are this day. | persecuted this Way to the
death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women, as the high priest
and the whole council of elders can bear me witness. From them | received letters
to the brothers, and | journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were
there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished.

“As | was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light
from heaven suddenly shone around me. And | fell to the ground and heard a
voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ And | answered,
'Who are you, Lord? And he said to me, 'l am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are
persecuting.” Now those who were with me saw the light but did not understand
the voice of the one who was speaking to me. And | said, 'What shall | do, Lord?’
And the Lord said to me, 'Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told
all that is appointed for you to do.” And since | could not see because of the
brightness of that light, | was led by the hand by those who were with me, and
came into Damascus.

“And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all
the Jews who lived there, came to me, and standing by me said to me, ‘Brother
Saul, receive your sight." And at that very hour | received my sight and saw him.
And he said, 'The God of our fathers appointed you to know his will, to see the
Righteous One and to hear a voice from his mouth; for you will be a witness for
him to everyone of what you have seen and heard. And now why do you wait?
Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.’
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(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Creed
The First Article

(P} What is the first article of the creed?
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

(P} What does this mean?

| believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me
my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my
senses, and still takes care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife
and children, land, animals, and all | have. He richly and daily provides me
with all that | need to support this body and life.

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.
All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without
any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise,
serve and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P} In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.




)

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P) For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us
His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember
and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by
pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and
from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine,
that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:




"Take, eat; this is My *I body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

P

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.
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