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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Readings from Holy Scripture

Jeremiah 29:1-19

These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from
Jerusalem to the surviving elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets,
and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to
Babylon. This was after King Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eunuchs, the
officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metal workers had
departed from Jerusalem. The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of
Shaphan and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to
Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. It said: “Thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom | have sent into exile from Jerusalem to
Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take
wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there,
and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into
exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your
welfare. For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your
prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to
the dreams that they dream, for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my
name; | did not send them, declares the LORD.

"For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, | will
visit you, and | will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For |
know the plans | have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for
evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and
pray to me, and | will hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me
with all your heart. | will be found by you, declares the LORD, and | will restore
your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where | have
driven you, declares the LORD, and | will bring you back to the place from which |
sent you into exile.

"Because you have said, 'The LORD has raised up prophets for us in Babylon,’
thus says the LORD concerning the king who sits on the throne of David, and
concerning all the people who dwell in this city, your kinsmen who did not go out
with you into exile: ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, behold, | am sending on them
sword, famine, and pestilence, and | will make them like vile figs that are so rotten
they cannot be eaten. | will pursue them with sword, famine, and pestilence, and
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will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, a terror, a
hissing, and a reproach among all the nations where | have driven them, because
they did not pay attention to my words, declares the LORD, that | persistently sent
to you by my servants the prophets, but you would not listen, declares the LORD.’

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Matthew 26:36-56

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his
disciples, “Sit here, while | go over there and pray.” And taking with him Peter and
the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to
them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.”
And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will.”
And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So,
could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter
into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, for the
second time, he went away and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass unless |
drink it, your will be done.” And again he came and found them sleeping, for their
eyes were heavy. So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third
time, saying the same words again. Then he came to the disciples and said to
them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer
is at hand.

"While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a
great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the
people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one | will kiss is the
man; seize him.” And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!”
And he kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then
they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. And behold, one of those
who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the
servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, "Put your
sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do
you think that | cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more
than twelve legions of angels? But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled,
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that it must be so?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as
against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day | sat in the
temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But all this has taken place that the
Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and
fled.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Confession

@) What is Confession?

Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that
we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God
Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven
before God in heaven.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

In Peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

F@F

Lord have mercy.

P} For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

(P} For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to

the Lord:
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Lord have mercy.

P} For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

[P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us
His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember
and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by
pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and
from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine,
that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
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Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord'’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
(P} In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My - blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution




Post-Communion Collect

P] Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.




