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Vespers with Holy Communion 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive  

 you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Opening  Versicles 

 

 

 

Hymn -  Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love                                                 #900 

 

Readings From Holy Scripture 

 

First Reading – Numbers 6:22-27 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus 

you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 
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P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading – Galatians 3:23-29 

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the 

coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until Christ 

came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, 

we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 

through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 

male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then 

you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Third Reading – Luke 12:35-40 

[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning,  

and be like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the 

wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes 

and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he 

comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline 

at table, and he will come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, or in 

the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if 

the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would 

not have left his house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Catechetical Instruction 

Fourth Part of Baptism 

P What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

C It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a 

new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever.   

P Where is this written? 

C St.Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with 

Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life.” Romans 6:4 

Sermon 

 

Magnificat 
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Offering  

 

Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  



7 
 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Hymn – The Ancient Law Departs                                            #898 

 


