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“I have the desire to do what is
good, but | cannot carry it out.
For what I do is not the good |
want to do; no, the evil | do not
want to do—this | keep on doing.
Now if | do what | do not want to
do, it is no longer | who do it, but
it is sin living in me that does it.”

Romans 7:18-20
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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Readings from Holy Scripture

Ezekiel 38:1-23

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, set your face toward Gog, of
the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against
him and say, Thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, | am against you, O Gog, chief
prince of Meshech and Tubal. And | will turn you about and put hooks into your
jaws, and | will bring you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them
clothed in full armor, a great host, all of them with buckler and shield, wielding
swords. Persia, Cush, and Put are with them, all of them with shield and
helmet; Gomer and all his hordes; Beth-togarmah from the uttermost parts of the
north with all his hordes—many peoples are with you.

“Be ready and keep ready, you and all your hosts that are assembled about
you, and be a guard for them. After many days you will be mustered. In the latter
years you will go against the land that is restored from war, the land whose
people were gathered from many peoples upon the mountains of Israel, which
had been a continual waste. Its people were brought out from the peoples
and now dwell securely, all of them. You will advance, coming on like a storm.
You will be like a cloud covering the land, you and all your hordes, and many
peoples with you.

“Thus says the Lord Gob: On that day, thoughts will come into your mind, and
you will devise an evil scheme and say, 'l will go up against the land of unwalled
villages. | will fall upon the quiet people who dwell securely, all of them dwelling
without walls, and having no bars or gates,” to seize spoil and carry off plunder, to
turn your hand against the waste places that are now inhabited, and the people
who were gathered from the nations, who have acquired livestock and
goods, who dwell at the center of the earth. Sheba and Dedan and the merchants
of Tarshish and all its leaders will say to you, ‘Have you come to seize spoil? Have
you assembled your hosts to carry off plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to
take away livestock and goods, to seize great spoil?’

"Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say to Gog, Thus says the Lord GOD:
On that day when my people Israel are dwelling securely, will you not know
it? You will come from your place out of the uttermost parts of the north, you
and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great host, a mighty
army. You will come up against my people Israel, like a cloud covering the




land. In the latter days | will bring you against my land, that the nations may
know me, when through you, O Gog, | vindicate my holiness before their eyes.
“Thus says the Lord GOD: Are you he of whom | spoke in former days by my
servants the prophets of Israel, who in those days prophesied for years that |
would bring you against them? But on that day, the day that Gog shall come
against the land of Israel, declares the Lord Gob, my wrath will be roused in my
anger. For in my jealousy and in my blazing wrath | declare, On that day there
shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. The fish of the sea and the birds
of the heavens and the beasts of the field and all creeping things that creep on
the ground, and all the people who are on the face of the earth, shall quake at
my presence. And the mountains shall be thrown down, and the cliffs shall fall,
and every wall shall tumble to the ground. | will summon a sword against Gog on
all my mountains, declares the Lord GoD. Every man's sword will be against his
brother. With pestilence and bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him, and |
will rain upon him and his hordes and the many peoples who are with
him torrential rains and hailstones, fire and sulfur. So | will show my greatness
and my holiness and make myself known in the eyes of many nations. Then they
will know that | am the LORD.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 7:1-20

Or do you not know, brothers—for | am speaking to those who know the
law—that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? For a married
woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she
is released from the law of marriage. Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress
if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies,
she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.

Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of
Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the
dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. For while we were living in the
flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to
bear fruit for death. But now we are released from the law, having died to that
which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the
old way of the written code.




What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not
been for the law, | would not have known sin. For | would not have known what it
is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, seizing an
opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of
covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead. | was once alive apart from
the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and | died. The very
commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. For sin, seizing an
opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed
me. So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.

Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin,
producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to
be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond
measure. For we know that the law is spiritual, but | am of the flesh, sold under
sin. For | do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do
the very thing | hate. Now if | do what | do not want, | agree with the law, that it is
good. So now it is no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells within me. For | know
that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For | have the desire to do
what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For | do not do the good | want,
but the evil | do not want is what | keep on doing. Now if | do what | do not
want, it is no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells within me.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Sacrament of the Altar

@) What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and
wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink.

(P} Where is this written?

The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write: Our Lord
Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:




“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer
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In Peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:




Lord have mercy.

P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us
His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember
and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by
pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and
from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine,
that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
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give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and

ever. Amen.
(P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with

His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

P] Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Benedicamus and Benediction
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.




