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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Zechariah 9:1-17 

The oracle of the word of the LORD is against the land of Hadrach 

    and Damascus is its resting place. 

For the LORD has an eye on mankind 

    and on all the tribes of Israel, 

and on Hamath also, which borders on it, 

    Tyre and Sidon, though they are very wise. 

Tyre has built herself a rampart 

    and heaped up silver like dust, 

    and fine gold like the mud of the streets. 

But behold, the Lord will strip her of her possessions 

    and strike down her power on the sea, 

    and she shall be devoured by fire. 

Ashkelon shall see it, and be afraid; 

    Gaza too, and shall writhe in anguish; 

    Ekron also, because its hopes are confounded. 

The king shall perish from Gaza; 

    Ashkelon shall be uninhabited; 

a mixed people shall dwell in Ashdod, 

    and I will cut off the pride of Philistia. 

I will take away its blood from its mouth, 

    and its abominations from between its teeth; 

it too shall be a remnant for our God; 

    it shall be like a clan in Judah, 

    and Ekron shall be like the Jebusites. 

Then I will encamp at my house as a guard, 

    so that none shall march to and fro; 

no oppressor shall again march over them, 

    for now I see with my own eyes. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

    righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 
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    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

    and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

    and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

    today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

For I have bent Judah as my bow; 

    I have made Ephraim its arrow. 

I will stir up your sons, O Zion, 

    against your sons, O Greece, 

    and wield you like a warrior's sword. 

Then the LORD will appear over them, 

    and his arrow will go forth like lightning; 

the Lord GOD will sound the trumpet 

    and will march forth in the whirlwinds of the south. 

The LORD of hosts will protect them, 

    and they shall devour, and tread down the sling stones, 

and they shall drink and roar as if drunk with wine, 

    and be full like a bowl, 

    drenched like the corners of the altar. 

On that day the LORD their God will save them, 

    as the flock of his people; 

for like the jewels of a crown 

    they shall shine on his land. 

For how great is his goodness, and how great his beauty! 

    Grain shall make the young men flourish, 

    and new wine the young women. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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2 Timothy 2:1-26 

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 

and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 

faithful men, who will be able to teach others also. Share in suffering as a good 

soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim 

is to please the one who enlisted him. An athlete is not crowned unless he 

competes according to the rules. It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have 

the first share of the crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you 

understanding in everything. 

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as 

preached in my gospel, for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. 

But the word of God is not bound! Therefore I endure everything for the sake of 

the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus 

with eternal glory. The saying is trustworthy, for: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 

if we endure, we will also reign with him; 

if we deny him, he also will deny us; 

if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 

Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel 

about words, which does no good, but only ruins the hearers. Do your best to 

present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be 

ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. But avoid irreverent babble, for it 

will lead people into more and more ungodliness, and their talk will spread like 

gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have swerved from the 

truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the 

faith of some. But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord 

knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord 

depart from iniquity.” 

Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of 

wood and clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable. Therefore, if 

anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for 

honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for 

every good work. 
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So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, 

along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. Have nothing to do with 

foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. And the Lord's 

servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently 

enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant 

them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to 

their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him 

to do his will. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sacrament of the Altar 

P How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

C Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words 

written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These 

words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in 

the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 

“forgiveness of sins.” 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 
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P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 

and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 
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that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 
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Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


