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Vespers with Holy Communion

(Stand)

Confession and Absolution

FREFRERFE

In the name of the Father and the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Versicles
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(L] O Lord, o-pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.




Make haste, O God, to de-liv - er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Common: Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - lu - ia.
(Be Seated)
Hymn -- Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels #491

Readings From Holy Scripture

First Reading — Luke 24:44-53

Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you,
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, | am




sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with
power from on high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While
he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the
temple blessing God.

P) O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading — Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,
until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his
suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God.

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore
the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that
the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

(Stand)




1 My soul now mag - ni - fies the Lord; My spir - it
2 For He a - lone who shows such might Has done a -
3 His arm is  strong; His strength is great.  He  scat - ters
4 He feeds the hun - gry as His own; The wealth-y
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leaps for  joy in Him. He keeps me in  His kind re-
maz - ing things to me. His mer - cy flows; His name like
those of proud in - tent Andcasts them down from high es -
leave with emp - ty hands. He gives His help to Is - ra-
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gard, And 1 am blest for time to come.
light Re - mains in time per - pet - ual - ly.
tate, Then gives the low His nour - ish - ment.
el; His gra - cious prom - ise al - ways stands.
(Be Seated)
Offering
Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy;

Lord’s Prayer
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Christ, have mer-cy;

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on

earth

as itis in heaven;

give us this day our
and forgive us our t

daily bread;
respasses

as we forgive those
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Lord, have mer-cy.




who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My * body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Distribution

(P) Let us Pray.

(P} O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord I« Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.

Closing Hymn - A Hymn Of Glory Let Us Sing #493
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