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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Readings from Holy Scripture

Judges 6:1-24

The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and
the LORD gave them into the hand of Midian seven years. And the hand of Midian
overpowered Israel, and because of Midian the people of Israel made for
themselves the dens that are in the mountains and the caves and the
strongholds. For whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites and the
Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. They would
encamp against them and devour the produce of the land, as far as Gaza, and
leave no sustenance in Israel and no sheep or ox or donkey. For they would come
up with their livestock and their tents; they would come like locusts in number—
both they and their camels could not be counted—so that they laid waste the
land as they came in. And Israel was brought very low because of Midian. And the
people of Israel cried out for help to the LORD.

When the people of Israel cried out to the LORD on account of the
Midianites, the LORD sent a prophet to the people of Israel. And he said to them,
“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: | led you up from Egypt and brought you
out of the house of slavery. And | delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians
and from the hand of all who oppressed you, and drove them out before you and
gave you their land. And | said to you, 'l am the LORD your God; you shall not fear
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell." But you have not obeyed my
voice.”

Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in
the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel of the LORD appeared
to him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.” And
Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this
happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our fathers
recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now
the LORD has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.” And
the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel from
the hand of Midian; do not | send you?” And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how
can | save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and | am the least
in my father's house.” And the LORD said to him, “But | will be with you, and you
shall strike the Midianites as one man.” And he said to him, “If now | have found
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favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who speak with
me. Please do not depart from here until | come to you and bring out my present
and set it before you.” And he said, “I will stay till you return.”

So Gideon went into his house and prepared a young goat and unleavened
cakes from an ephah of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and the broth he put
in a pot, and brought them to him under the terebinth and presented them. And
the angel of God said to him, "Take the meat and the unleavened cakes, and put
them on this rock, and pour the broth over them.” And he did so. Then the angel
of the LORD reached out the tip of the staff that was in his hand and touched the
meat and the unleavened cakes. And fire sprang up from the rock and consumed
the meat and the unleavened cakes. And the angel of the LORD vanished from his
sight. Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the LORD. And Gideon
said, "Alas, O Lord Gob! For now | have seen the angel of the LORD face to
face.” But the LORD said to him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you shall not
die.” Then Gideon built an altar there to the LORD and called it, The LORD Is Peace.
To this day it still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Acts 14:19—15:5

But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the
crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was
dead. But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the
city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. When they had
preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to
Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples,
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. And when they
had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they
committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. And when they had
spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia, and from there they sailed
to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work
that they had fulfilled. And when they arrived and gathered the church
together, they declared all that God had done with them, and how he
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had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. And they remained no little time with
the disciples.

But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless
you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be
saved.” And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with
them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to
Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. So, being sent on
their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and
Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy
to all the brothers. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the
church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done
with them. But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose
up and said, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the
law of Moses.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Creed
The Third Article

(P} What is the third article of the creed?

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(P) What does this mean?

| believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true
faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole
Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true
faith.

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the
sins of all believers.




On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to
me and all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P)

In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

[P] For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
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mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.




For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the

Lord:
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us
His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to
remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to
us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your
righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the
bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and

ever. Amen.

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.




