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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

1 Kings 1:1-4, 15-35 

Now King David was old and advanced in years. And although they covered 

him with clothes, he could not get warm. Therefore his servants said to him, “Let 

a young woman be sought for my lord the king, and let her wait on the king and 

be in his service. Let her lie in your arms, that my lord the king may be warm.” So 

they sought for a beautiful young woman throughout all the territory of Israel, 

and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. The young 

woman was very beautiful, and she was of service to the king and attended to 

him, but the king knew her not. 

So Bathsheba went to the king in his chamber (now the king was very old, 

and Abishag the Shunammite was attending to the king). Bathsheba bowed and 

paid homage to the king, and the king said, “What do you desire?” She said to 

him, “My lord, you swore to your servant by the LORD your God, saying, ‘Solomon 

your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne.’ And now, behold, 

Adonijah is king, although you, my lord the king, do not know it. He has sacrificed 

oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the sons of the 

king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the commander of the army, but Solomon 

your servant he has not invited. And now, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel 

are on you, to tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 

Otherwise it will come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with his fathers, that 

I and my son Solomon will be counted offenders.” 

While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet came in. And 

they told the king, “Here is Nathan the prophet.” And when he came in before the 

king, he bowed before the king, with his face to the ground. And Nathan said, 

“My lord the king, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit 

on my throne’? For he has gone down this day and has sacrificed oxen, fattened 

cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king's sons, the 

commanders of the army, and Abiathar the priest. And behold, they are eating 

and drinking before him, and saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’ But me, your 

servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and your servant 

Solomon he has not invited. Has this thing been brought about by my lord the 

king and you have not told your servants who should sit on the throne of my lord 

the king after him?” 
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Then King David answered, “Call Bathsheba to me.” So she came into the 

king's presence and stood before the king. And the king swore, saying, “As the 

LORD lives, who has redeemed my soul out of every adversity, as I swore to you 

by the LORD, the God of Israel, saying, ‘Solomon your son shall reign after me, 

and he shall sit on my throne in my place,’ even so will I do this day.” Then 

Bathsheba bowed with her face to the ground and paid homage to the king and 

said, “May my lord King David live forever!” 

King David said, “Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and 

Benaiah the son of Jehoiada.” So they came before the king. And the king said to 

them, “Take with you the servants of your lord and have Solomon my son ride on 

my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon. And let Zadok the priest and 

Nathan the prophet there anoint him king over Israel. Then blow the trumpet and 

say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’ You shall then come up after him, and he shall 

come and sit on my throne, for he shall be king in my place. And I have 

appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:14-31 

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot should 

say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make 

it any less a part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, 

I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 

If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole 

body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged 

the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single 

member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head 

to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that 

seem to be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we 

think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts 

are treated with greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do not 

require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that 

lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may 
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have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 

one member is honored, all rejoice together. 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has 

appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 

miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of 

tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 

miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all 

interpret? But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

And I will show you a still more excellent way. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Third Petition 

 

P What is the Third Petition? 

C Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

P What does this mean? 

C The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but 

we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also. 

 

P How is God’s will done?  

C God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and 

purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want 

us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He 

strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die. 

This is His good and gracious will. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 
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Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to 

remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to 

us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 

righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the 

bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


