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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Readings from Holy Scripture

2 Kings 2:1-18

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind,
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please
stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they went down
to Bethel. And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha
and said to him, "Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master
from over you?” And he said, “Yes, | know it; keep quiet.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me
to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave
you.” So they came to Jericho. The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew
near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away
your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, | know it; keep quiet.”

Then Elijah said to him, "Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the
Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave
you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also
went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the
Jordan. Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the
water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go
over on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what | shall do for you,
before | am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double
portion of your spirit on me.” And he said, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, if
you see me as | am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not
see me, it shall not be so.” And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots
of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it and he cried, "My father, my father! The
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more.

Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. And he
took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on
the bank of the Jordan. Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him
and struck the water, saying, "Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when he
had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and
Elisha went over.




Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite
them, they said, "The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him
and bowed to the ground before him. And they said to him, “Behold now, there
are with your servants fifty strong men. Please let them go and seek your master.
It may be that the Spirit of the LORD has caught him up and cast him upon some
mountain or into some valley.” And he said, “You shall not send.” But when they
urged him till he was ashamed, he said, "Send.” They sent therefore fifty men.
And for three days they sought him but did not find him. And they came back to
him while he was staying at Jericho, and he said to them, “Did | not say to you,
‘Do not go'?”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Ephesians 4:1-24

| therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy
of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you
were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in
all. But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's
gift. Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,
and he gave gifts to men.”

(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended
into the lower regions, the earth? He who descended is the one who
also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave
the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherd and teachers, to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may
no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into
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him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Now this | say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the
Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in
them, due to their hardness of heart. They have become callous and have given
themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. But that is
not the way you learned Christl—assuming that you have heard about him
and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which
belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful
desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new
self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord’s Prayer
The Fifth Petition

(P} What is the Fifth Petition?
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us.

(P) What does this mean?

We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our
sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither worthy of the
things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that He
would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely
deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and
gladly do good to those who sin against us.

Catechetical Instruction




Prayer
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In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

[P] For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
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mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.




Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us
His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to
remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to
us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your
righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the
bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;




and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My *I body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Benedicamus and Benediction
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.
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