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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Readings from Holy Scripture

Nehemiah 1:1—2:10

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah.

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as | was
in Susa the citadel, that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from
Judah. And | asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the
exile, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said to me, “The remnant there in the
province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of
Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.”

As soon as | heard these words | sat down and wept and mourned for days,
and | continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. And | said,

"O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and
steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, let your ear
be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that | now
pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing
the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even | and my
father's house have sinned. We have acted very corruptly against you and have
not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded
your servant Moses. Remember the word that you commanded your servant
Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful, | will scatter you among the peoples, but if
you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your
outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there | will gather them and
bring them to the place that | have chosen, to make my name dwell there.' They
are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great
power and by your strong hand. O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of
your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name,
and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this
man.”

Now | was cupbearer to the king.

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine
was before him, | took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now | had not been
sad in his presence. And the king said to me, "Why is your face sad, seeing you
are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then | was very much
afraid. | said to the king, “Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be
sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have
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been destroyed by fire?” Then the king said to me, “What are you requesting?” So
| prayed to the God of heaven. And | said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if
your servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city
of my fathers' graves, that | may rebuild it.” And the king said to me (the queen
sitting beside him), "How long will you be gone, and when will you return?” So it
pleased the king to send me when | had given him a time. And | said to the king,
“If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province
Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah, and a
letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to
make beams for the gates of the fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the
city, and for the house that | shall occupy.” And the king granted me what |
asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me.

Then | came to the governors of the province Beyond the River and gave
them the king's letters. Now the king had sent with me officers of the army and
horsemen. But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant
heard this, it displeased them greatly that someone had come to seek the welfare
of the people of Israel.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Timothy 1:1-20

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of Christ

Jesus our hope,

To Timothy, my true child in the faith:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

As | urged you when | was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that
you may charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, nor to devote
themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather
than the stewardship from God that is by faith. The aim of our charge is love that
issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. Certain
persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain
discussion, desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what
they are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions.

Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this,
that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for
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the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their
fathers and mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral, men who practice
homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary

to sound doctrine, in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed
God with which | have been entrusted.

| thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he
judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, though formerly | was a
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But | received mercy because |
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me
with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is trustworthy and
deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom | am the foremost. But | received mercy for this reason, that in
me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and
ever. Amen.

This charge | entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the
prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good
warfare, holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made
shipwreck of their faith, among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom
| have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord’s Prayer
The Seventh Petition

(P) What is the Seventh Petition?
But deliver us from evil.

(P} What does this mean?

We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would
rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation,
and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and
graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.
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Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P)

In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

[P] For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our

(P)
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mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord have mercy.




P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us
His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to
remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to
us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your
righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the
bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
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give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

(P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Benedicamus and Benediction

P
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.
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