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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Deuteronomy 3:1-29 

“Then we turned and went up the way to Bashan. And Og the king of Bashan 

came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei. But the LORD said to 

me, ‘Do not fear him, for I have given him and all his people and his land into 

your hand. And you shall do to him as you did to Sihon the king of the Amorites, 

who lived at Heshbon.’ So the LORD our God gave into our hand Og also, the king 

of Bashan, and all his people, and we struck him down until he had no survivor 

left. And we took all his cities at that time—there was not a city that we did not 

take from them—sixty cities, the whole region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in 

Bashan. All these were cities fortified with high walls, gates, and bars, besides very 

many unwalled villages. And we devoted them to destruction, as we did to Sihon 

the king of Heshbon, devoting to destruction every city, men, women, and 

children. But all the livestock and the spoil of the cities we took as our 

plunder. So we took the land at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the 

Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, from the Valley of the Arnon to Mount 

Hermon (the Sidonians call Hermon Sirion, while the Amorites call it Senir), all the 

cities of the tableland and all Gilead and all Bashan, as far as Salecah and Edrei, 

cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. (For only Og the king of Bashan was left of 

the remnant of the Rephaim. Behold, his bed was a bed of iron. Is it not 

in Rabbah of the Ammonites? Nine cubits was its length, and four cubits its 

breadth, according to the common cubit.) 

“When we took possession of this land at that time, I gave to the Reubenites 

and the Gadites the territory beginning at Aroer, which is on the edge of the 

Valley of the Arnon, and half the hill country of Gilead with its cities. The rest of 

Gilead, and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, that is, all the region of Argob, I gave 

to the half-tribe of Manasseh. (All that portion of Bashan is called the land 

of Rephaim. Jair the Manassite took all the region of Argob, that is, Bashan, as far 

as the border of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and called the villages after 
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his own name, Havvoth-jair, as it is to this day.) To Machir I gave Gilead, and to 

the Reubenites and the Gadites I gave the territory from Gilead as far as the 

Valley of the Arnon, with the middle of the valley as a border, as far over as the 

river Jabbok, the border of the Ammonites; the Arabah also, with the Jordan as 

the border, from Chinnereth as far as the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, 

under the slopes of Pisgah on the east. 

“And I commanded you at that time, saying, ‘The LORD your God has given you 

this land to possess. All your men of valor shall cross over armed before your 

brothers, the people of Israel. Only your wives, your little ones, and your 

livestock (I know that you have much livestock) shall remain in the cities that I 

have given you, until the LORD gives rest to your brothers, as to you, and they 

also occupy the land that the LORD your God gives them beyond the Jordan. Then 

each of you may return to his possession which I have given you.’ And I 

commanded Joshua at that time, ‘Your eyes have seen all that the LORD your God 

has done to these two kings. So will the LORD do to all the kingdoms into which 

you are crossing. You shall not fear them, for it is the LORD your God who fights 

for you.’ 

“And I pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying, ‘O Lord GOD, you have only 

begun to show your servant your greatness and your mighty hand. For what god 

is there in heaven or on earth who can do such works and mighty acts as 

yours? Please let me go over and see the good land beyond the Jordan, that 

good hill country and Lebanon.’ But the LORD was angry with me because of you 

and would not listen to me. And the LORD said to me, ‘Enough from you; do not 

speak to me of this matter again. Go up to the top of Pisgah and lift up your eyes 

westward and northward and southward and eastward, and look at it with your 

eyes, for you shall not go over this Jordan. But charge Joshua, and encourage and 

strengthen him, for he shall go over at the head of this people, and he shall put 

them in possession of the land that you shall see.’ So we remained in the valley 

opposite Beth-peor. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Matthew 3:1-17 

“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you 

will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do 

you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in 

your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 

your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log 

out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 

brother's eye. 

“Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest 

they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you. 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and 

to the one who knocks it will be opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him 

for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If 

you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this 

is the Law and the Prophets. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

P What benefits does Baptism give? 

C It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives 

eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of 

God declare. 
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P Which are these words and promises of God? 

C Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned.” (Mark 16:16) 

Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
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P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to 

remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to 

us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 

righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the 

bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


