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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Readings from Holy Scripture

Deuteronomy 14:1-2, 22-23, 14:28—15:15

“You are the sons of the LORD your God. You shall not cut yourselves or make
any baldness on your foreheads for the dead. For you are a people holy to
the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for his treasured
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.

"You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by
year. And before the LORD your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his
name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your
oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear
the LORD your God always.

"At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your
produce in the same year and lay it up within your towns. And the Levite,
because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the
fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be
filled, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that
you do.

“At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release. And this is the
manner of the release: every creditor shall release what he has lent to his
neighbor. He shall not exact it of his neighbor, his brother, because the LORD's
release has been proclaimed. Of a foreigner you may exact it, but whatever of
yours is with your brother your hand shall release. But there will be no poor
among you; for the LORD will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you for an inheritance to possess— if only you will strictly obey the voice
of the LORD your God, being careful to do all this commandment that | command
you today. For the LORD your God will bless you, as he promised you, and you
shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow, and you shall rule over
many nations, but they shall not rule over you.

“If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your
towns within your land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden
your heart or shut your hand against your poor brother, but you shall open your
hand to him and lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. Take care
lest there be an unworthy thought in your heart and you say, ‘The seventh year,
the year of release is near,’ and your eye look grudgingly on your poor brother,
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and you give him nothing, and he cry to the LORD against you, and you be guilty
of sin. You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be grudging when
you give to him, because for this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work
and in all that you undertake. For there will never cease to be poor in the land.
Therefore | command you, 'You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the
needy and to the poor, in your land.’

“If your brother, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you, he shall
serve you six years, and in the seventh year you shall let him go free from
you. And when you let him go free from you, you shall not let him go empty-
handed. You shall furnish him liberally out of your flock, out of your threshing
floor, and out of your winepress. As the LORD your God has blessed you, you shall
give to him. You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and
the LORD your God redeemed you; therefore | command you this today.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Matthew 13:24-43

He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the
servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?' He said to them, ‘An
enemy has done this." So the servants said to him, ‘'Then do you want us to go
and gather them?’' But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the
wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest
time | will tell the reapers, “"Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”"”

He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of
all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a
woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”
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All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to
them without a parable. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet:
“I will open my mouth in parables;
| will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.”

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to
him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the
world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of
the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end
of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and
burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-
breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

P) What does such baptizing with water indicate?

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and
repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a
new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in
righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written?

St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore buried with

Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new

life.” (Rom. 6:4)
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Catechetical Instruction




Prayer

()

In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

[P] For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our

(P)
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mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

P

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:




The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My *I body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.
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