FOR YOU AND ALL THE WORLD

The good news of Christ's birth is both universal and
personal. The angel proclaims that Christ’s birth is
“good news of great joy . . . for all the people” (Luke
2:10). The heavenly host builds upon that by declaring
that Christ's advent brings “peace among men” to
make it known that Christ comes to save all.

Even as the news is universally good for all people, it
is also news delivered personally to the shepherds—
“for unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). What is for
all people is most certainly “for you” because you are
part of all people.

What do you find in Christ? Peace! He brings peace
between you and the Father. You who are alienated
from the Father by sin are now brought near to the
Father in His Son. You have peace with Him.
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Vespers with Holy Communion

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true
heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all
my sins and iniquities with which | have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as
a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*F Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Advent Versicles
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™ 3

QQI
b=

h—

and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.

o

==

e,éii;)

o ® Ii

Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.

Advent: Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save  us.

Hymn - Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates #341



Readings From Holy Scripture

First Reading — Genesis 12: 1-3

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and
your kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will
show you. And | will make of you a great nation, and | will
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.”

[P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading - 1 John 4:9-14

In this the love of God was made manifest among us,
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might
live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in
us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen
and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior
of the world.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon



Magnificat
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth



as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at
His command, and with His own words, we receive
His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper,
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My -t blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me."

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

(P] Let us pray.



We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and *I-
give you peace.

Amen.

Hymn - Hark the Glad Sound #349





