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Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church & Preschool!

Thank you for joining us in worship of the Lord. We would love to get to know you, and
for you to learn more about our church family at Zion. We cordially invite you to talk
with Pastor Grimenstein, our Elders, or any of our church members to learn more about
our fellowship. At our website -- zlch.org — you can find out more about the many
worship, Christian education, and fellowship opportunities at Zion.

Communion Statement
We believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Christ’s physical body and blood are present in the
bread and wine (1Cor. 11:23-25). We also believe receiving the Lord’s Supper is an act
of church fellowship. Scripture cautions that those who receive without recognizing
Christ’s body and blood will bring judgment upon themselves (1 Cor. 11:27-29).
Therefore, out of love to our guests, we invite to our altar those who are baptized,
confirmed, repentant members of Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod congregations or
sister congregations. Visitors desiring to commune are asked to please announce their
intentions to an elder or pastor. Everyone is welcome to sing the hymns during
communion as we contemplate Christ’s mercy to us.

In preparation to receive the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner please consider reading
“Christian Questions with their Answers” on Page 329-330.

We invite you to learn more about our church family at Zion and what we believe as
Lutherans. If you are interested in exploring membership, please talk with Pastor
Grimenstein after the service, or call the church office at 412-221-4776.
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Opening Hymn - Go Tell It on the Mountain #388

In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

) Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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Amen.
Service of the Word
Introit
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(P) For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The LorD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
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He has remembered his steadfast love to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lorp, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P) For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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And with thy spir - it.

(P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us
free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading - Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Epistle - Hebrews 1:1-12

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds
the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son,
today | have begotten you”?

Or again,

“I will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son”?

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”

Of the angels he says,

“He makes his angels winds,
and his ministers a flame of fire.”

But of the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,

the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”

And,

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;

they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like a garment,

like a robe you will roll them up,
like a garment they will be changed.




But you are the same,
and your years will have no end.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia
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Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - 1ia. Alle-1lu - ia.

Holy Gospel
) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him,
and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the
life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was
not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man,
but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness
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about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, '"He who comes after me
ranks before me, because he was before me.””) And from his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the
Father's side, he has made him known.

®) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.




And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn - We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth #382
Sermon
Offertory
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Offering (Please fill out the Red Attendance booklet at the end of your pew)
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Prayer of the Church
(P} ..Lord in your mercy.
...Hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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(P Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

®) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of
Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
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Sanctus
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

®) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My *I« body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My »«
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sharing of Peace

Distribution

Distribution Hymns
See Amid the Winter’s Snow #373
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly #393

Nunc Dimittis
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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(P} Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
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Benedicamus
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Closing Hymn - Now Sing We, Now Rejoice #386

Acknowledgments

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV” Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.

16




Prayer Requests for Family & Friends

The Church:

-For our homebound members: Tom Bicusky, Florence Boehme, Lois
Dittmer, Helen Erbrecht, Laverne Eckels, Irene Bourg, Dolores Preaux,
Joan Cisko, and Dottie Heslop.

-Healing for: Tevia Grimenstein, Ruth Rostron, Patti Neill, Lou
Mitchell, Brent Miller, Almut Dill, Connie Canale, Jamie Kistler, Judy
Graziano, Grant German, Alyssa Mance, Darlene Pirmez, Elias Kazas,
Janet Hickey, Florence Boehme, Marian Siek, Gerry Hildenbrand,
Joyce Wood, Don and Deana Thielet, Dave Hutula, Ron Valentino,
Norma Dyson, Mabel Granke, Bill and Nancy Koester, Mary Reihing,
Jennifer Meyer, Tom Richards and Tim Fitzgerald.

-For our missionaries, especially Pastor Wokoma.

-For those who serve: Christopher Malachosky and Jared Fitzgerald
who are serving in Texas, and Jacob Linsenbigler who is deployed in
Irag.

-For all who care for loved ones with illnesses.

-For the ministry of Zion Lutheran Sunday School and Preschool.

The World:

-For an end to abortion and human trafficking.

-For the youth in our community.

Our Nation:

-For our leaders and government officials.

-For those in foster care and those looking to adopt.
-For the disabled, unborn and aged.

-For those whose work it is to protect us.

-For godly care of the earth.
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Y Service Participants %

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Edward Grimenstein
Music Director: Mark Killinger
The Organist: Doug Krantz
The Elders: John Gielarowski & Mike Wallace
The Acolyte: Joshua Grimenstein (10:00)
The Greeters: Wayne & Barb Oechslein (10:00)
The Ushers: Shane Bryant, Ken Schrag,

Bill Schrag & Tim Sheldon (8:00)

Susie Bishop, John Lemonvich

Vince Kimberland, Anna Gresh (10:30)

Altar Guild: Janet & Marian Oelschlager

~Online giving is now available by going to the Zion web site: www.zlcb.org~.
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December 25— December 29t

WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM — Christmas Day Service
12/25 Merry Christmas!
THURSDAY
12/26
FRIDAY
12/27
SATURDAY
12/28
SUNDAY 8:00 AM — Worship w/ Communion
12/29 9:15 AM -Bible Study
10:30 AM — Worship w/ Communion
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KIDS IN THE
DIVINE SERVICE

+ + +

What is The Festival
of the Holy Innocents?

The Festival of the Holy Innocents is
the day that we remember the children that were murdered at
Bethlehem. These children are considered by some to be the
first Christian martyrs. The word martyr (pronouned MAR-ter)
comes from a Greek word which means "witness.”

What is the whole story
of the Holy Innocents?

We learn in Matt. 2:1-18 that King Herod didn't like the idea
that a new King was bom. He thought that if he killed baby
Jesus, his worries would be gone. 50 he gave orders to have all
of the boys in Bethlehem two years and under killed. Herod's
soldiers marched into Bethlehem and did just that! But Herod
and his soldiers didn't know that an angel had told Joseph in a
dream 1o take Jesus and Mary and escape. When the soldiers
stormed Bethlehemn, baby Jesus was safe and sound on his way
to Egypt. If you think about it, Jesus was saved from death as

a baby so that He could die for us a man. What a great and
glorious God we havel He keeps His promises!

Parents: Before or after the Divine Service, discuss the
meaning of the word martyr. At home, read the story
of the Haoly Innocents. Be sure to give them examples of
other martyrs by reading their stories in Scripture. For
example, read the story of Stephen in Acts & and 7.
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