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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Ezekiel 2:1—3:11 

And he said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak with 
you.” And as he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet, 
and I heard him speaking to me. And he said to me, “Son of man, I send you to 
the people of Israel, to nations of rebels, who have rebelled against me. They and 
their fathers have transgressed against me to this very day. The descendants also 
are impudent and stubborn: I send you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lord GOD.’ And whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a 
rebellious house) they will know that a prophet has been among them. And you, 
son of man, be not afraid of them, nor be afraid of their words, though briers and 
thorns are with you and you sit on scorpions. Be not afraid of their words, nor be 
dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. And you shall speak my 
words to them, whether they hear or refuse to hear, for they are a rebellious 
house. 

“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that 
rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” And when I looked, 
behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in 
it. And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the front and on the back, 
and there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe. 

And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this scroll, and 
go, speak to the house of Israel.” So I opened my mouth, and he gave me this 
scroll to eat. And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I 
give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and it was in my mouth as 
sweet as honey. 

And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with my 
words to them. For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a hard 
language, but to the house of Israel— not to many peoples of foreign speech and 
a hard language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, if I sent you to 
such, they would listen to you. But the house of Israel will not be willing to listen 
to you, for they are not willing to listen to me: because all the house of 
Israel have a hard forehead and a stubborn heart. Behold, I have made your face 
as hard as their faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. Like emery 
harder than flint have I made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be dismayed at 
their looks, for they are a rebellious house.” Moreover, he said to me, “Son of 
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man, all my words that I shall speak to you receive in your heart, and hear with 
your ears. And go to the exiles, to your people, and speak to them and say to 
them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,’ whether they hear or refuse to hear.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Romans 1:18-32 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For 
what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile 
in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they 
became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the 
truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men 
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion 
for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error. 

And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a 
debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all manner 
of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder,  
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strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless. Though they know God's righteous decree that those who 
practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to 
those who practice them. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
The Sacrament of the Altar 

P Who receives this sacrament worthily? 
C Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But 

that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these 
words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” But anyone 
who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and 
unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

 
Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C   Lord have mercy. 
 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 
 



6 
 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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