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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Ezekiel 37:15-28 

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, take a stick and write on it, 
‘For Judah, and the people of Israel associated with him’; then take another stick 
and write on it, ‘For Joseph (the stick of Ephraim) and all the house of Israel 
associated with him.’ And join them one to another into one stick, that they may 
become one in your hand. And when your people say to you, ‘Will you not tell us 
what you mean by these?’ say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am 
about to take the stick of Joseph (that is in the hand of Ephraim) and the tribes of 
Israel associated with him. And I will join with it the stick of Judah, and make 
them one stick, that they may be one in my hand. When the sticks on which you 
write are in your hand before their eyes, then say to them, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the nations among which 
they have gone, and will gather them from all around, and bring them to their 
own land. And I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of 
Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two 
nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms. They shall not defile 
themselves anymore with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of 
their transgressions. But I will save them from all the backslidings in which they 
have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I will be 
their God. 

“My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one 
shepherd. They shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. They 
shall dwell in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. 
They and their children and their children's children shall dwell there forever, and 
David my servant shall be their prince forever. I will make a covenant of peace 
with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in 
their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst 
forevermore. My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who 
sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.” 
 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
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Romans 6:1-23 
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By 

no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of 
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We 
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified 
with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from 
sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We 
know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, 
but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its 
passions. Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 
from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for 
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under 
law but under grace. 

What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By 
no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to 
death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that 
you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to 
the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms, 
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members 
as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now 
present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But 
what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now 
ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now that you have been set 
free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 
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sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
The Ten Commandments 

P What is the first commandment. 
C You shall have no other gods. 
 
P What does this mean? 
C We should fear, love and trust in God above all things. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

 
Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C   Lord have mercy. 
 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
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P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 
 
P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
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pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 
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Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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