


Lent 5  Mid-Week Service 

Eyes on Jesus 
 
This Lent, we will use the metaphor of eyesight to 
examine how the various people in Mark’s Gospel 
viewed Jesus during His Passion. In most cases, they 
misunderstood who He was and what He was doing; 
then again, sometimes by faith people did recognize 
Him correctly. 
 
We have these forty days of Lent in which we may 
look within ourselves as people of faith in our day. 
How are we like or unlike the people who saw Jesus in 
the flesh? Most important, as we gather for worship, 
we will see what Jesus has done to save us from our 
sins by His holy, precious blood and innocent 
sufferings and death. 
 
Today, we learn of Pilate’s worldly view and how, to 
keep his position and placate the Jewish leaders and 
crowd, he handed Jesus over for crucifixion. The 
soldiers saw the opposite of a worldly king, but their 
ironic hailing of Him as “King of the Jews” proclaims 
who He really is. The world looks for power and glory; 
God’s way is suffering and the cross. Which way do 
we look in the daily decisions we make? 
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 April 1, 2020 

 
Order of Vespers 

 
Opening Hymn:  What is the World to Me               #730 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

P:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the  
       Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  O Lord, open my lips, 
C:  and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 
P:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C:  make haste to help me, O Lord. 
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C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  
 and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 
 

+ READINGS + 
First Reading -- Isaiah 13:9–11 
Behold, the day of the LORD comes, 
      cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, 
to make the land a desolation 
 and to destroy its sinners from it. 
For the stars of the heavens and their constellations 
 will not give their light; 
the sun will be dark at its rising, 
 and the moon will not shed its light. 
I will punish the world for its evil, 
 and the wicked for their iniquity; 
I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant, 
 and lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless. 

 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
Second Reading -- 1 John 2:15–17 
 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh 
and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is 
not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is 
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passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the 
will of God abides forever. 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel – John 18:33–38a 
 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called 
Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or 
did others say it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I 
a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my 
kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been 
fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But 
my kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate said to 
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I 
am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose 
I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate 
said to him, “What is truth?” 
 After he had said this, he went back outside to the 
Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 

P:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsory  

P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my 
salvation. 

C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those 
who rise against me. 
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P: In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, 
my God. 

C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those 
who rise against me. 

P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my 
salvation. 

C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those 
who rise against me. 

 
Sermon Hymn -- “Our Eyes Behold the Savior’s Face” 

 Our eyes behold the Savior’s face 
And yet cannot perceive 
That His perspective held our grace 
Before we could believe. 

 Our focus flits and fails to see 
The One whose steadfast gaze 
Propelled Him to the darkened tree 
Enveloped in death’s haze. 

 Our sights train on the dreadful cross. 
Beneath His knowing eyes, 
Our sins are bare and set for loss; 
He sees us as His prize. 

 Our vision blurs with anxious tears 
As Jesus’ eyelids fall 
To conquer sin and all our fears 
And tear in two our pall. 

 Our view scans for the coming Day 
That evermore grows near, 
When Jesus wipes our tears away 
And all is crystal clear. 
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Sermon 

+ CANTICLE - MAGNIFICAT + 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Magnificat 
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+ PRAYER + 

Stand 
 
Kyrie   

C: Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

      those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at 
His command, and with His own words, we receive 
His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 
Collects 

P: O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C: And let my cry come to You. 
 
P:  Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when You were 

betrayed, You handed over to Your Church the 
blessed Sacrament of Your body and blood. The 
next day You were handed over by Your Father to 
death on our behalf. Grant that, as our faith is 
strengthened by feasting on You, the Bread of Life, 
we may never betray You but steadfastly confess 
You as our Redeemer; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
P: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 

C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn:  Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow     #880 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 




