


JESUS, THE ROOT OF JESSE'S TREE

Advent is a time to reflect on Jesus’ coming at
Christmas. It is a time to look with hope toward His
coming again at the restoration of all creation. It is a
time to recognize Jesus’ coming to us now in His
Word, Baptism, and Holy Communion. In a world that
often feels ungrounded and rootless, we find during
Advent deep and abiding hope in Jesus as the root of
our life and faith. As the roots of a tree nourish it,
keep it grounded, and cause it to grow, so Jesus, the
root of Jesse's tree, nourishes us, grounds us, and
causes us to grow in faith. As we prepare to celebrate
Christ’s birth, we pause midweek to be grounded and
rooted in Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.
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Advent 2

In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him
in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the I+ Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Service of the Word

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev -er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P Let us pray.



Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your
protection we may be rescued from the threatening
perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading -- Genesis 22:1-18

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “"Here am I.” He said, “Take your
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of
the mountains of which | shall tell you.” So Abraham rose
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his
young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood
for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of
which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up
his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to
his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; | and the boy will
go over there and worship and come again to you.” And
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife.
So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his
father Abraham, "My father!” And he said, "Here am |, my
son.” He said, “"Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is
the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will
provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”
So they went both of them together.

When they came to the place of which God had told
him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in
order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar,
on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his
hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the
angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, "Here am I.” He said,
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him,
for now | know that you fear God, seeing you have not



withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” And
Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold,
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns.
And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up
as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called
the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is
said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be
provided.”

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a
second time from heaven and said, "By Myself | have
sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this
and have not withheld your son, your only son, | will
surely bless you, and | will surely multiply your offspring
as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of
his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of
the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed My
voice.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading - Hebrews 11:17-22

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up
Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the
act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said,
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He
considered that God was able even to raise him from the
dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive
him back. By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on
Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each
of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head
of his staff. By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made
mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave
directions concerning his bones.



) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn of the Day - What Hope! An Eden Prophesied #342
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1 What hope! An E - den proph-e - sied Where tame live with the wild;
2 A shoot will sprout from Jes - se’sstem, A branch from Da-vid’s line,
3 As ban-ner of God’slove un-furled, Christ came to suf-fer loss,
4 Come, Je-sus, come, Mes - si - ah Lord, Lost Par - a- dise re -store;
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Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004720

Sermon

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the



company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P} Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for
You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life. Hear us as we pray in His name and as
He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the

glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;

this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in

remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
"Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me."
Pax Domini
P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
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(0} Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,



Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.
Distribution
Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

P} Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you
peace.

Amen.



Hymn to Depart - Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #338

() |

(I" SN » N N R A i S S S S S — —
11

™

L [ T
AN o o J [ T g T* & g d

1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!

Text and tune: Public domain
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