


JESUS, THE ROOT OF JESSE'S TREE

Advent is a time to reflect on Jesus’ coming at
Christmas. It is a time to look with hope toward His
coming again at the restoration of all creation. It is a
time to recognize Jesus’ coming to us now in His
Word, Baptism, and Holy Communion. In a world that
often feels ungrounded and rootless, we find during
Advent deep and abiding hope in Jesus as the root of
our life and faith. As the roots of a tree nourish it,
keep it grounded, and cause it to grow, so Jesus, the
root of Jesse's tree, nourishes us, grounds us, and
causes us to grow in faith. As we prepare to celebrate
Christ’s birth, we pause midweek to be grounded and
rooted in Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.
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Advent 3

In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him
in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the I+ Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Service of the Word

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis
o)
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A - men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P Let us pray.



Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your
protection we may be rescued from the threatening

perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading — Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John,
to be baptized by him. John would have prevented Him,
saying, "l need to be baptized by You, and do You come
to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
he consented. And when Jesus was baptized,
immediately He went up from the water, and behold, the
heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him;
and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is My
beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading - Romans 6:1-11

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that
grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died
to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
His death? We were buried therefore with Him by
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with Him in a death like
His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a
resurrection like His. We know that our old self was
crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be



enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free
from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with Him. We know that Christ
being raised from the dead will never die again; death
no longer has dominion over Him. For the death He
died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He
lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn of the Day - What Hope! An Eden Prophesied #342
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1 What hope! An E - den proph-e - sied Where tame live with the wild;
2 A shoot will sprout from Jes - se’sstem, A branch from Da-vid’s line,
3 As ban-ner of God’slove un-furled,Christ came to suf-fer loss,
4 Come, Je-sus, come, Mes - si - ah Lord, Lost Par - a- dise re -store;
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The lamb and 1i - on side by side, Led by a lit - tle child!
A Prince of Peace in Beth-le - hem: The fruitof God’s de - sign.
That by His death a dy - ing world Would ral-ly to the cross.
Lead past the an-gel’s flam-ing sword— Come, o-pen heav-en’s door.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004720

Sermon

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for
You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life. Hear us as we pray in His name and as
He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,



Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
"Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me."

Pax Domini
P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.
Distribution
Nunc Dimittis
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go - 1y Of Your re - deem - ing grace
Spir - it For - ev - er Three in One;
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
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peo - Dple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty



Post-Communion Collect

P Letus pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you
peace.

Amen.



Hymn to Depart - O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide #355
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10 Sav - ior, rend the heav - ens wide;

20 Fa -  ther, light from heav - en send;

30 earth, in flowr - ing bud be seen;

4 0 Fount of hope, how long, how long?
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Come down, come down with  might - y stride;

As morn - ing dew, (0] Son, de - scend.

Clothe hill and dale in garb  of green.

When  will You  come with com - fort strong?
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Un - lock the gates, the doors break down;
Drop down, you clouds, the life of  spring:
Bring forth, (0] earth, a blos - som rare,
O come, O come, Your throne fore - go;
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Un - bar the way to heav - en’s crown.

To Ja - cob’s line rain down the King.

Our Sav - ior, sprung from mead - ow fair.

Con - sole us in our vale of woe.

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,
When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without Your light
We grope in gloom and dark of night.

6 Sin's dreadful doom upon us lies;
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lead us with mighty hand
From exile to our promised land.

7  There shall we all our praises bring
And sing to You, our Savior King;
There shall we laud You and adore
Forever and forevermore.

Tune: Public domain Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110004720








