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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Judges 2:6-23 
 When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to 
his inheritance to take possession of the land. And the people served 



the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived 
Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the LORD had done for 
Israel. And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age 
of 110 years. And they buried him within the boundaries of his inheritance 
in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of 
Gaash. And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And 
there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or 
the work that he had done for Israel. 
 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and 
served the Baals. And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, 
who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other 
gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, 
and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. They 
abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. So the anger 
of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to 
plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their 
surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their 
enemies. Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against 
them for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to 
them. And they were in terrible distress. 
 Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of 
those who plundered them. Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they 
whored after other gods and bowed down to them. They soon turned 
aside from the way in which their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the 
commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so. Whenever 
the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he 
saved them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For 
the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who 
afflicted and oppressed them. But whenever the judge died, they turned 
back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, 
serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their 
practices or their stubborn ways. So the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Israel, and he said, “Because this people have transgressed my 



covenant that I commanded their fathers and have not obeyed my voice, I 
will no longer drive out before them any of the nations that Joshua left 
when he died, in order to test Israel by them, whether they will take care to 
walk in the way of the LORD as their fathers did, or not.” So the LORD left 
those nations, not driving them out quickly, and he did not give them into 
the hand of Joshua. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Acts 13:13-41 
 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga 
in Pamphylia. And John left them and returned to Jerusalem, but they went 
on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath 
day they went into the synagogue and sat down. After the reading 
from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a 
message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of 
encouragement for the people, say it.” So Paul stood up, and motioning 
with his hand said: 
 “Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. The God of this people 
Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the 
land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. And for 
about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. And after 
destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as 
an inheritance. All this took about 450 years. And after that he gave them 
judges until Samuel the prophet. Then they asked for a king, and God gave 
them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty 
years. And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, 
of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a 
man after my heart, who will do all my will.’ Of this man's offspring God 
has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. Before his 
coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of 
Israel. And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose 



that I am? I am not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals 
of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ 
 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who 
fear God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation. For those who 
live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize him nor 
understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every 
Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. And though they found in him 
no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him executed. And 
when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him down 
from the tree and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the 
dead, and for many days he appeared to those who had come up with 
him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the 
people. And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the 
fathers, this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is 
written in the second Psalm, 

“‘You are my Son, 
    today I have begotten you.’ 

 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return 
to corruption, he has spoken in this way, 

“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ 

 Therefore he says also in another psalm, 

“‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’ 

 For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own 
generation, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw 
corruption, but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. Let it be 
known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of 
sins is proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who believes is freed from 
everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses. 
Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come about: 



“‘Look, you scoffers, 
    be astounded and perish; 
for I am doing a work in your days, 
    a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.’” 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
 

P How can water do such great things? 
C Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does 

these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of God in the 
water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no Baptism. 
But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich 
in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says 
in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His 
grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a 
trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5–8) 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 



P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those 
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
     against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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