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Church

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church & Preschool!
Thank you for joining us in worship of the Lord. We would love to get to know you,
and for you to learn more about our church family at Zion. We cordially invite you
to talk with Pastor Grimenstein, our Elders, or any of our church members to learn
more about our fellowship. At our website -- zlch.org — you can find out more
about the many worship, Christian education, and fellowship opportunities at Zion.

Zion
Lutheran

Communion Statement
We believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Christ’s physical body and blood are present
in the bread and wine (1Cor. 11:23-25). We also believe receiving the Lord’s
Supper is an act of church fellowship. Scripture cautions that those who receive
without recognizing Christ’s body and blood will bring judgment upon themselves
(1 Cor. 11:27-29). Therefore, out of love to our guests, we invite to our altar to
receive the Lord’s Supper those who are baptized, confirmed, repentant members
of Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod congregations or sister congregations. If you
are visiting us today from another Christian denomination, we welcome you to
come to the altar to receive a baptismal blessing. Please signify by crossing your
arms over your chest upon kneeling.

In preparation to receive the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner please consider
reading “Christian Questions with their Answers” on Page 329-330. If you are
interested in exploring membership, please talk with Pastor Grimenstein after the
service, or call the church office.

3197 Washington Pike Bridgeville, PA 15017 412-221-4776 www.zlcb.org




Opening Hymn - The Lord, My God, Be Praised #794
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1 The Lord, my God, be praised, My light, my life from heav - en;
2 The Lord, my God, be praised, My trust, my life from heav - en,
3 The Lord, my God, be praised, My hope, my life from heav - en,

A4 The Lord, my God, be praised, My God, the ev - er - liv - ing,
9 T < p— - f T o= —
sV I I - D r r i ID 5 1 i I I ! I |
S I ¥ ! ] &

My mak - er, who to me Has soul and bod -y giv - en;
The Fa - ther’s own dear Son, Whose life for me was giv - en,
The Spir - it, whom the Son In love to me has giv - en.
To whom the heav’n-ly host Their laud and praise are giv - ing.
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My Fa - ther, who will shield And keep me day by day
Who for my sin a-toned With His most pre-cious blood
His grace re-vives my heart And gives my spir - it pow’r,
The Lord, my God, be praised, In whose great name [ boast,
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And make each mo-ment yield New bless-ings on my way.
And gives to me by faith The high - est heav’'n-ly good.
Help, com - fort, and sup - port In sor - row’s gloom -y hour.
God Fa - ther, God the Son, And God the Ho - ly Ghost.
Text and tune: Public domain
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
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renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word
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(P) For your name’s sake, O LORD, pre- | serve my life!
In your righteousness bring my soul out of | trouble!
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your | servant,
for no one living is righteous be- | fore you.
Let me hear in the morning of your | steadfast love,
for in | you I trust.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P) For your name’s sake, O LORD, pre- | serve my life!
In your righteousness bring my soul out of | trouble!
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

A - men.




This Is the Feast
A u Refrain — H‘
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
0 # | | .
o L | | | |

blood set 71—15 free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Sranza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al-1le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain

A u Final Refrain — —




Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Let us pray.
O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the temptations of the devil
and courage to proclaim repentance. Give us pure hearts and minds to follow Your
Son faithfully even into suffering and death; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading — Amos 7:7-15

This is what [the Lord God] showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall
built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me, “Amos,
what do you see?” And | said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,

“Behold, | am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
| will never again pass by them;
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”

Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos has
conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all
his words. For thus Amos has said,

“‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,

and Israel must go into exile

away from his land.””

And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and
eat bread there, and prophesy there, but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it
is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”




Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son,
but | was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. But the LORD took me from
following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.””

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading — Ephesians 1:3-14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love
he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of
his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight
making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth
in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth.

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who
were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-Iu - ia.




Holy Gospel

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
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Glo -ry to Youu, O Lord.

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, “John the
Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work
in him.” But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom | beheaded, has
been raised.” For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison
for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her. For John
had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And
Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not,
for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him
safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.

But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles
and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. For when Herodias’s daughter
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl,
“Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will give it to you.” And he vowed to her,
“Whatever you ask me, | will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” And she went out and
said to her mother, “For what should | ask?” And she said, “The head of John the
Baptist.” And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “l want
you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king was
exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his
word to her. And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s
head. He went and beheaded him in the prison and brought his head on a platter and
gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard of it, they
came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.




Hymn of the Day — Jesus, Priceless Treasure

1

Jesus, priceless treasure,
Fount of purest pleasure,
Truest friend to me,
Ah, how long in anguish
Shall my spirit languish,
Yearning, Lord, for Thee?
Thou art mine,
O Lamb divine!
| will suffer naught to hide Thee;
Naught | ask beside Thee.

In Thine arms | rest me;
Foes who would molest me
Cannot reach me here.
Though the earth be shaking,
Ev'ry heart be quaking,
Jesus calms my fear.
Lightnings flash
And thunders crash;
Yet, though sin and hell assail me,
Jesus will not fail me.

Satan, | defy thee;
Death, | now decry thee;
Fear, | bid thee cease.
World, thou shalt not harm me
Nor thy threats alarm me
While | sing of peace.
God’s great pow’r
Guards ev’ry hour;
Earth and all its depths adore Him,
Silent bow before Him.

Sermon

#743
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Hence, all earthly treasure!
Jesus is my pleasure,
Jesus is my choice.
Hence, all empty glory!
Naught to me thy story
Told with tempting voice.
Pain or loss,
Or shame or cross,
Shall not from my Savior move me
Since He deigns to love me.

Evil world, | leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds | sever,
Leave thee now forever.

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
| here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!




Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
the third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I~ everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P)... Let us pray to the Lord.
... Lord have mercy.

Offertory
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-




va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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(P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form
of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the
dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us




together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us
in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.




Pax Domini
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

A - men.

Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the

sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution

If you are visiting us today from a Christian denomination outside the
Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod, we welcome you to come to the altar to receive a
baptismal blessing. Please signify by crossing your arms over your chest upon kneeling.

Distribution Hymns

Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit #746
Lord, Thee | Love with All My Heart #708
Christ Is the World’s Redeemer #539
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1 We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
2 Holy, holy, holy, Lord Godof . . . . .. ... ... Sab - a - oth;
3 The noble army of martyrs . . . .. ... ... .. praise You
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1 All the earth now worships You, the Fa-ther ev - er - last - ing.

2 heaven and earth are full of the majes - ty of Yourglo -
3 The holy Church throughout all the world does ac - knowl-edge You:
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1 To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow’rs there-in.

2 The glorious company of the apostles . . . . . . . praise__  You.

3 The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true,and on - ly  Son;

4 You are thekingofglory, . .. ... ........ (0] Christ;
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1 To You cherubim and seraphim con - tin - ual - ly do cry:

2 The goodly fellowship of the . . . . . proph-ets praise_—_  You.

3 alsotheHoly ... .......... Ghost, the Com-fort - er.

4 You are the everlasting Son . . . . . of the Fa - ther.
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5 When You took upon Yourselftode - liv - er man,
6 Yousitattheright . . . ... ... .. ... hand of God
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5 You humbled Yourself to be born of a vir - gin.
6 intheglory . . ... ....... of the Fa - ther.
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5 When You had overcome the . . . . . .. sharpness of death,
6 Webelievethat . . . . . ... ... ... .. You will come
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5 You opened the kingdom of heaven to all be - liev - ers
6to. ... ... be our judge
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7 We therefore pray You to help Your . . . . . . ser - vants,
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7 whom You have redeem - ed with  Your pre - cious blood.
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7 Make them to be numbered . . . . . . . . . .. with Your saints
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7inglory . . . ... ... ... ... ..... ev - er - last - ing




Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction
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[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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Closing Hymn — Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing #686
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1 Come, Thou Fount of ev - 'ry bless-ing, Tune my heart to
2 Here I raise my Eb-en - e - zer, Hith-er by Thy
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt - or Dai -ly I'm con -
4 Oh, that day when freed from sin - ning, I shall see Thy
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sing Thy grace; Streams of mer - cy, nev - er ceas - ing,
help I've come; And I hope, by Thy good plea - sure,
strained to  be; Let that grace now like a fet - ter

love - ly face; Clothed then in the blood - washed lin - en,
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Call for songs of loud - est praise. While the hope of end-less
Safe-ly to ar - rive at home. Je - sus sought me when a
Bind my wan-d’ring heart to Thee: Prone to wan - der, Lord, I
How I'll sing Thy won-drous grace! Come, my Lord, no long-er
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glo - ry Fills my heart with joy and love, Teach me
strang - er, Wan - d’ring from the fold of God; He, to
feel it; Prone to leave the God I love. Here’s my
tar - ry; Take my ran - som’d soul a - way; Send Thine
f) & S — .
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ev - er to a-dore Thee; May I still Thy good-ness prove.
res - cue me from dan - ger, In - ter-posed His pre - cious blood.
heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts a - bove.
an - gels soon to car - ry Me to realms of end - less day.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Prayer Requests for Family & Friends

The Church:
-For our homebound members: Tom Bicusky, Florence Boehme, Lois
Dittmer, Joan Cisko, Dottie Heslop, and Vince Kimberland.

-Healing for: Megan Richards, Al Riske, Kami Snow, Ruth Rostron, Judy
Graziano, Alyssa Mance, Shannon Mance, Elias Kazas, Marian Siek, Don
and Deana Thielet, Dave Hutula, Ron Valentino, Mabel Granke, and Jennifer
Meyer.

-For our missions/missionaries, especially Pastor Wokoma and The
Siberian Lutheran Mission Society.

-For all who care for loved ones with illnesses.

-For the ministry of Zion Lutheran Sunday School and Preschool.

The World:

-For an end to the pandemic, and for the safety of all who are fighting it.
-For an end to abortion and human trafficking.

-For the youth in our community.

Our Nation:

-For our leaders and government officials.

-For those in foster care and those looking to adopt.
-For the disabled, unborn and aged.

-For those whose work it is to protect us.

-For godly care of the earth.




¥ Service Participants +

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Edward Grimenstein
Music Director: Mark Killinger
The Organist: Sandy Quinlan
The Elders: Jim Neill & Mike Kroeger
The Acolyte: Sam Bishop (8:00)

Johnny Lemonovich(10:30)

The Ushers: Brian & Megan Pasquini, Wayne & Barb Oechslein (8:00)
John & Kari Gresh, Andy & Dwight Weldon (10:30)

Altar Guild: Clara Hayes & Sandy Bryant

ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Elsie Dalla Piazza in memory of loved ones; and
by Paul & Terry Hayes in celebration of Clara’s birthday.

ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Zion Lutheran Church to the glory of the Triune God.

The 2022 LCMS NATL YOUTH GATHERING will be the _
topic of a brief meeting next Sunday 7/18 after the second mvigyn L @pﬂ ﬂ:‘ N
service. All youth entering 9" grade or older are 1;) k;J = M Ngs
encouraged to attend. Lunch will be served. \ R

D22 | HOUSTON, TX

ZION'S 2021-22 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET was approved by

voters at the recent meeting. Budget documents are posted on Zion's website in
the “Member Documents” section ... go to www.zlcb.org, then “News”, then
“‘Member Documents” then enter the member password.

Last Week in Worship
Sunday Worship Attendance (7/4) — 45 (8 am); 93 (10:30 am)
Sunday Plate Offering (7/4) — $4748 Online Offering — $2070

Online giving is available on Zion's website at www.zlcb.org/donate



http://www.zlcb.org/
http://www.zlcb.org/donate

I I This Week at Zion

SUN
7/11

8:00 AM — Worship
9:15 AM - Adult/Teen Bible Study

10:30 AM — Worship

MON
7/12

TUE
7/13

WED
7/14

7:00 PM — Service of Prayer & Preaching

THU
7/15

FRI
7/16

7:30 PM — Outdoor Movie Night

SAT
7/17

7:30 PM — Outdoor Movie Night (RAIN DATE)

SUN
7/18

8:00 AM — Worship

9:15 AM — Adult/Teen Bible Study

10:30 AM - Worship

11:45 AM — Intro to 2022 LCMS Nat'l Youth Gathering (lunch served)




Join us for a Movie Night under the stars!
We will be showing the movie Soul

Friday July 16th (rain date Saturday July 17th)
Arrive at 7:30pm—Movie starts at 8:00pm

Light Snacks & Drinks provided
BYOB—Bring your own Blanket & (Adult) Beverage!!

Throughout July & August we invite adults and older students to
participate in Pastor’s Bible study in the Fellowship Hall @ 9:15
am! We’ve begun a new study called “I Believe” which will focus
Bll)le Sllldy on the three ecumenical Creeds of the Christian Church
(Apostles’, Nicene & Athanasian). We're exploring each of their
unique statements, and delving into why the early Christian church chose to
make statements of what they believed in the face of this unbelieving

world; something we are still doing to this day. We look forward to seeing
you!

¥ - * @) -

Fellowshlp
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REDEEMER

LUTHERAN SCHOOL

2021 Annual Golf Scramble Fundraiser

Saturday, August 28" at 1 pm
Rolling Fields Golf Course
Murrysville, PA

$75 fee includes 18 holes, cart, hot
dog/drink at turn, dinner and prizes.
$55 fee for high school/college students

To register, or for more information, contact Charlie Buttgereit at
412-477-4-10 or the Redeemer Office at 412-793-5884.

Redeemer Lutheran School - PreK through 12" grade - has
campuses in Oakmont and Penn Hills.
Your support helps provide Christ-centered education at
Pittsburgh’s only Lutheran high school!




+

+ +
KIDS IN THE

DIVINE SERVICE

+ + +

What is the “church”? q‘ ! ’

When someone says the word “church,” we
usually think of a place pecple go to worship. The
Lutheran Confessions teach us that the church

is the "assembly of all the believers among
whom the Gospel is preached in
its purity and the Holy Sacraments
are administered according to the
Gospel.” Wow! The church is so
much more than a building!

If the church is more than just the
building, then why is the building and
everything in it so important?

The church building, or the “sanctuary,” is a place where God
is present. We know that our Lord has promised to come to
us in His Sacraments. Since God is actually here with us in His
house, we should be very reverent, or respectful. We don't
want anything in the church pulling us away from what God
gives us in His Word and Sacraments. Everything should direct
our attention toward Him.

Parents: Before or after the service, direct your children
to the wonderfully Gospel-rich symbaolism found in
A the sanctuary, including the on the altar, windows and

n banners. Remind them that the Lord truly comes to us
here in His Word and Sacraments. He brings us what we
really need: the forgiveness of sins.
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