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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Readings from Holy Scripture

1 Samuel 13:1-18

Saul lived for one year and then became king, and when he had reigned for
two years over Israel, Saul chose three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand
were with Saul in Michmash and the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were
with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the people he sent home, every
man to his tent. Jonathan defeated the garrison of the Philistines that was at
Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all
the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear.” And all Israel heard it said that Saul had
defeated the garrison of the Philistines, and also that Israel had become a stench
to the Philistines. And the people were called out to join Saul at Gilgal.

And the Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and
six thousand horsemen and troops like the sand on the seashore in multitude.
They came up and encamped in Michmash, to the east of Beth-aven. When the
men of Israel saw that they were in trouble (for the people were hard pressed),
the people hid themselves in caves and in holes and in rocks and in tombs and in
cisterns, and some Hebrews crossed the fords of the Jordan to the land of Gad
and Gilead. Saul was still at Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling.

He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not
come to Gilgal, and the people were scattering from him. So Saul said, “Bring the
burnt offering here to me, and the peace offerings.” And he offered the burnt
offering. As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel
came. And Saul went out to meet him and greet him. Samuel said, “What have
you done?” And Saul said, “When | saw that the people were scattering from me,
and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines had
mustered at Michmash, | said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at
Gilgal, and | have not sought the favor of the LORD.” So | forced myself, and
offered the burnt offering.” And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done
foolishly. You have not kept the command of the LORD your God, with which he
commanded you. For then the LORD would have established your kingdom over
Israel forever. But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought out
a man after his own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be prince™ over
his people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.” And
Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal. The rest of the people went up after Saul
to meet the army; they went up from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+13%3A1-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-7500b

And Saul numbered the people who were present with him, about six hundred
men. And Saul and Jonathan his son and the people who were present with them
stayed in Geba of Benjamin, but the Philistines encamped in
Michmash. And raiders came out of the camp of the Philistines in three
companies. One company turned toward Ophrah, to the land of Shual; another
company turned toward Beth-horon; and another company turned toward the
border that looks down on the Valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Acts 23:12-35

When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by an oath
neither to eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. There were more than forty who
made this conspiracy. They went to the chief priests and elders and said, “"We
have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to taste no food till we have killed
Paul. Now therefore you, along with the council, give notice to the tribune to
bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine his case more
exactly. And we are ready to kill him before he comes near.”

Now the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush, so he went and
entered the barracks and told Paul. Paul called one of the centurions and said,
"Take this young man to the tribune, for he has something to tell him.” So he
took him and brought him to the tribune and said, “Paul the prisoner called me
and asked me to bring this young man to you, as he has something to say to
you.” The tribune took him by the hand, and going aside asked him privately,
“What is it that you have to tell me?” And he said, “The Jews have agreed to ask
you to bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to
inquire somewhat more closely about him. But do not be persuaded by them, for
more than forty of their men are lying in ambush for him, who have bound
themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they have killed him. And now
they are ready, waiting for your consent.” So the tribune dismissed the young
man, charging him, “Tell no one that you have informed me of these things.”

Then he called two of the centurions and said, “"Get ready two hundred
soldiers, with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go as far as
Caesarea at the third hour of the night. Also provide mounts for Paul to ride and
bring him safely to Felix the governor.” And he wrote a letter to this effect:




“Claudius Lysias, to his Excellency the governor Felix, greetings. This man was
seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by them when | came upon them
with the soldiers and rescued him, having learned that he was a Roman
citizen. And desiring to know the charge for which they were accusing him, |
brought him down to their council. | found that he was being accused about
questions of their law, but charged with nothing deserving death or
imprisonment. And when it was disclosed to me that there would be a plot
against the man, | sent him to you at once, ordering his accusers also to state
before you what they have against him.”

So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him by
night to Antipatris. And on the next day they returned to the barracks, letting the
horsemen go on with him. When they had come to Caesarea and delivered the
letter to the governor, they presented Paul also before him. On reading the letter,
he asked what province he was from. And when he learned that he was from
Cilicia, he said, "l will give you a hearing when your accusers arrive.” And he
commanded him to be guarded in Herod's praetorium.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Confession

(P} What is Confession?

Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that
we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God
Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven
before God in heaven.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P] In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

[P} For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.




Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer
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Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:




The Words of Our Lord
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect
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Let us pray.

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.
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