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Service of Prayer & Preaching 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
1 Kings 7:51—8:21 
 Thus all the work that King Solomon did on the house of the LORD was 
finished. And Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, 
the silver, the gold, and the vessels, and stored them in the treasuries of the 
house of the LORD. 
  Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the 
tribes, the leaders of the fathers' houses of the people of Israel, before King 



Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the 
city of David, which is Zion.  And all the men of Israel assembled to King Solomon 
at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.  And all the elders 
of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark.  And they brought up the ark of 
the LORD, the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; the 
priests and the Levites brought them up.  And King Solomon and all the 
congregation of Israel, who had assembled before him, were with him before the 
ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or 
numbered.  Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its 
place in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the Most Holy Place, underneath the 
wings of the cherubim.  For the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of 
the ark, so that the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles.  And the poles 
were so long that the ends of the poles were seen from the Holy Place before the 
inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there to 
this day.  There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone that Moses 
put there at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the people of Israel, 
when they came out of the land of Egypt.  And when the priests came out of the 
Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests could not 
stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house 
of the LORD. 
  Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that he would dwell in thick darkness.  I 
have indeed built you an exalted house, a place for you to dwell in forever.”  Then 
the king turned around and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the 
assembly of Israel stood.  And he said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 
who with his hand has fulfilled what he promised with his mouth to David my 
father, saying, ‘Since the day that I brought my people Israel out of Egypt, I chose 
no city out of all the tribes of Israel in which to build a house, that my name 
might be there. But I chose David to be over my people Israel.’  Now it was in the 
heart of David my father to build a house for the name of the LORD, the God of 
Israel.  But the LORD said to David my father, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to 
build a house for my name, you did well that it was in your heart. Nevertheless, 
you shall not build the house, but your son who shall be born to you shall build 
the house for my name.’ Now the LORD has fulfilled his promise that he made. For 
I have risen in the place of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as 
the LORD promised, and I have built the house for the name of the LORD, the God 
of Israel. And there I have provided a place for the ark, in which is the covenant of 



the LORD that he made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of 
Egypt.” 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:1-18 
 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some 
do, letters of recommendation to you, or from you? You yourselves are our letter 
of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all.  And you 
show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but 
with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human 
hearts. 
  Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God.  Not that we 
are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our 
sufficiency is from God, who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new 
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life. 
 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such 
glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which 
was being brought to an end, will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more 
glory?  For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of 
righteousness must far exceed it in glory.  Indeed, in this case, what once had 
glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it. For 
if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what is 
permanent have glory. 
  Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who would put a 
veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was 
being brought to an end.  But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when 
they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through 
Christ is it taken away. Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over 
their hearts.  But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is 
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with 
unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord 
who is the Spirit. 
 



P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Sacrament of the Altar 
P Who receives this Sacrament worthily? 
C Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But 

that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these 
words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 

But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is 
unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to 
believe. 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 



C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those 
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Lord's Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
     against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 



Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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