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Service of Prayer & Preaching




Service of Prayer & Preaching

P} In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P} | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities

with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture

1 Kings 18:1-19

After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying,
"Go, show yourself to Ahab, and | will send rain upon the earth.” So Elijah went to
show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in Samaria. And Ahab called
Obadiah, who was over the household. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly,
and when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred
prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and
water.) And Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the springs of




water and to all the valleys. Perhaps we may find grass and save the horses and
mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.” So they divided the land between
them to pass through it. Ahab went in one direction by himself, and Obadiah
went in another direction by himself.

And as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him. And Obadiah
recognized him and fell on his face and said, “Is it you, my lord Elijah?” And he
answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is here.”” And he said,
"How have | sinned, that you would give your servant into the hand of Ahab, to
kill me? As the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my lord
has not sent to seek you. And when they would say, ‘He is not here," he would
take an oath of the kingdom or nation, that they had not found you. And now
you say, 'Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here.” And as soon as | have gone
from you, the Spirit of the LORD will carry you | know not where. And so, when |
come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although | your
servant have feared the LORD from my youth. Has it not been told my lord what |
did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how | hid a hundred men of
the LORD's prophets by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water? And
now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here™; and he will kill me.” And
Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom | stand, | will surely show
myself to him today.” So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him. And Ahab
went to meet Elijah.

When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” And
he answered, "I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father's house,
because you have abandoned the commandments of the LORD and followed the
Baals. Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and
the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's
table.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Ephesians 1:1-23

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in
Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.




Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as
a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth.

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your
love toward all the saints, | do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you
in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,
according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put
all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which
is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




The Ten Commandments

P) What is the first commandment?
You shall have no other gods.

(P) What does this mean?
We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer
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In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.
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For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;




and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

(P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.




Benedicamus and Benediction

P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.
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