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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Deuteronomy 19:1-20 
 “When the LORD your God cuts off the nations whose land the LORD your God 
is giving you, and you dispossess them and dwell in their cities and in their 
houses, you shall set apart three cities for yourselves in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you to possess. You shall measure the distances and 
divide into three parts the area of the land that the LORD your God gives you as a 
possession, so that any manslayer can flee to them. 



 “This is the provision for the manslayer, who by fleeing there may save his life. 
If anyone kills his neighbor unintentionally without having hated him in the 
past— as when someone goes into the forest with his neighbor to cut wood, and 
his hand swings the axe to cut down a tree, and the head slips from the handle 
and strikes his neighbor so that he dies—he may flee to one of these cities and 
live, lest the avenger of blood in hot anger pursue the manslayer and overtake 
him, because the way is long, and strike him fatally, though the man did not 
deserve to die, since he had not hated his neighbor in the past. Therefore I 
command you, You shall set apart three cities. And if the LORD your God enlarges 
your territory, as he has sworn to your fathers, and gives you all the land that he 
promised to give to your fathers— provided you are careful to keep all this 
commandment, which I command you today, by loving the LORD your God and 
by walking ever in his ways—then you shall add three other cities to these 
three, lest innocent blood be shed in your land that the LORD your God is giving 
you for an inheritance, and so the guilt of bloodshed be upon you. 
 “But if anyone hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him and attacks him and 
strikes him fatally so that he dies, and he flees into one of these cities, then the 
elders of his city shall send and take him from there, and hand him over to the 
avenger of blood, so that he may die. Your eye shall not pity him, but you shall 
purge the guilt of innocent blood from Israel, so that it may be well with you. 
 “You shall not move your neighbor's landmark, which the men of old have set, 
in the inheritance that you will hold in the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you to possess. 
 “A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any 
wrong in connection with any offense that he has committed. Only on the 
evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. If a 
malicious witness arises to accuse a person of wrongdoing, then both parties to 
the dispute shall appear before the LORD, before the priests and the judges who 
are in office in those days. The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is 
a false witness and has accused his brother falsely, then you shall do to him as he 
had meant to do to his brother. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. And 
the rest shall hear and fear, and shall never again commit any such evil among 
you. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Matthew 15:1-20 
 Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, “Why do 
your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands 
when they eat.” He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment 
of God for the sake of your tradition? For God commanded, ‘Honor your father 
and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But 
you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained 
from me is given to God,” he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake of your 
tradition you have made void the word of God. You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you, when he said: 

“‘This people honors me with their lips, 
    but their heart is far from me; 
in vain do they worship me, 
    teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” 

 And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand: it is 
not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the 
mouth; this defiles a person.” Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you 
know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?” He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted 
up. Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will 
fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain the parable to us.” And he said, “Are 
you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the 
mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled? But what comes out of the 
mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart 
come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 
witness, slander. These are what defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands 
does not defile anyone.” 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
The Ten Commandments 

P What is the eighth commandment? 
C You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 



P What does this mean? 
C We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our 

neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend 
him, speak will of him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those 
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 



P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
     against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 
The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 



Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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