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Service of Prayer & Preaching

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture

Jeremiah 3:6—4:2

The LORD said to me in the days of King Josiah: “Have you seen what she did,
that faithless one, Israel, how she went up on every high hill and under every
green tree, and there played the whore? And | thought, ‘After she has done all
this she will return to me,” but she did not return, and her treacherous sister
Judah saw it. She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, | had
sent her away with a decree of divorce. Yet her treacherous sister Judah did not
fear, but she too went and played the whore. Because she took her whoredom




lightly, she polluted the land, committing adultery with stone and tree. Yet for all
this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to me with her whole heart, but in
pretense, declares the LORD.”

And the LORD said to me, “Faithless Israel has shown herself more righteous
than treacherous Judah. Go, and proclaim these words toward the north, and say,

"i

Return, faithless Israel,
declares the LORD.
[ will not look on you in anger,
for | am merciful,
declares the LORD;
| will not be angry forever.
Only acknowledge your guilt,
that you rebelled against the LORD your God
and scattered your favors among foreigners under every green tree,
and that you have not obeyed my voice,
declares the LORD.
Return, O faithless children,
declares the LORD;
for | am your master;
| will take you, one from a city and two from a family,
and | will bring you to Zion.

"i

And | will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with
knowledge and understanding. And when you have multiplied and been fruitful
in the land, in those days, declares the LORD, they shall no more say, “The ark of
the covenant of the LORD.” It shall not come to mind or be remembered or
missed; it shall not be made again. At that time Jerusalem shall be called the
throne of the LORD, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of

the LORD in Jerusalem, and they shall no more stubbornly follow their own evil
heart. In those days the house of Judah shall join the house of Israel, and
together they shall come from the land of the north to the land that | gave your
fathers for a heritage.

"i

| said,

How | would set you among my sons,
and give you a pleasant land,
a heritage most beautiful of all nations.




And | thought you would call me, My Father,
and would not turn from following me.
Surely, as a treacherous wife leaves her husband,

so have you been treacherous to me, O house of Israel,
declares the LORD."”
A voice on the bare heights is heard,

the weeping and pleading of Israel's sons
because they have perverted their way;

they have forgotten the LORD their God.
“Return, O faithless sons;

I will heal your faithlessness.”
“Behold, we come to you,

for you are the LORD our God.
Truly the hills are a delusion,

the orgies on the mountains.
Truly in the LORD our God

is the salvation of Israel.

“But from our youth the shameful thing has devoured all for which our fathers
labored, their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters. Let us lie
down in our shame, and let our dishonor cover us. For we have sinned against
the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even to this day, and we
have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.”

“If you return, O Israel,
declares the LORD,
to me you should return.
If you remove your detestable things from my presence,
and do not waver,
and if you swear, ‘As the LORD lives,’
in truth, in justice, and in righteousness,
then nations shall bless themselves in him,
and in him shall they glory.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Matthew 22:1-22

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his
servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not
come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, |
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.” But they paid no attention and
went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his
servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he
sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he
said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were
not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as
many as you find." And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all
whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had
no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here
without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." For many are called, but few
are chosen.”

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. And
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care
about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then,
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of
their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for
the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, "Whose
likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “"Caesar's.” Then he said to
them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the
things that are God's.” When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and
went away.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




The Ten Commandments

P) What is the tenth commandment?

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.

(P What does this mean?

We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our
neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge
them to stay and do their duty.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P] In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

(P] For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

=

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.
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For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.
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For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord have mercy.
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For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

®




For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.




Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and

ever. Amen.

(P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of




His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.

Amen.
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